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Welcome to March’s newsletter! 
 
The drought – at least on the Highveld – appears to be over; the Brown-veined White (Belenois 
aurota) migration has passed its peak, but is still going strong. Unfortunately, the rain is too late for 
our rare local butterflies, such as the Highveld Blue (Lepidochrysops praeterita), but here’s hoping 
that there will be lots of late-summer butterflies in the months ahead. 
 
Please support the newsletter and forward photographs, trip reports or comments to 
jchdobson@gmail.com 

 
Restructuring of LepSoc Africa Council 
 
To accommodate the retirement of Mark Williams as Metamorphosis editor, LSA Council have 
made the following changes: 
 

• Dave Edge will take over Mark’s position as Editor of Metamorphosis. Alan Gardiner and 
Silvia Kirkman will be assisting Dave (refer to Metamorphosis under the PUBLICATIONS 
section). 

 

• Peter Ward has – gallantly – taken over Dave’s role as Treasurer of the Society. To assist 
Peter, Hanna Edge will perform a bookkeeping function. 

 

• Reinier Terblanche will remain LepSoc Africa’s Conservation and Research officer, but will 
incorporate Peter’s National Permit responsibilities into his portfolio. 

 

Highveld Butterfly Club Braai 
 
The HBC held its traditional year-starting braai at Hermann 
Staude’s farm on 10 February. The weather was good and more 
than 20 LSA members and their friends pitched up. 
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There weren’t too many butterflies – I counted 25 species (Abundance Index: 3.9 – Average), but 
we saw a couple of Marsh Sylph (Metisella meninx). Thanks to everyone who attended and to 
Hermann and Louisa who were, as usual, great hosts! 
 

 
NBA Photographic Competition 
 

As part of the National Biodiversity Assessment (NBA) synthesis report – of which SALCA was a 
component – SANBI have asked LepSoc Africa to choose a picture of a butterfly, to be displayed 
on the front cover of the report. The reason for this is that butterflies are one of the few 
invertebrate groups to have been comprehensively assessed. 

The brief from SANBI (Tilla Raimondo) is that this should be a spectacular endemic South African 
species, preferably threatened. The deadline for collecting images for the NBA is 31 March this 
year.  

I appeal to all butterfly-photographers to go through their albums and forward me any appropriate 
images (jchdobson@gmail.com). Apart from fame and the admiration of your peers, the winner will 
receive a prize at November’s LepSoc Africa Conference. Due to the short time available, please 
forward me your photos before 20 March; as I will be away at this time, please copy Dave Edge 
(orachrysops@gmail.com). 

Entries will be judged on visual impact (out of 5) and photographic quality (also out of 5); these 
scores will be added together. A correction factor – based on the degree of conservation concern - 
will then be applied to this combined score, as follows: 

• EXTINCT OR CRITICALLY ENDANGERED (POSSIBLY EXTINCT): 100% 

• CRITICALLY ENDANGERED: 90% 

• ENDANGERED: 80% 

• VULNERABLE: 70% 

• NEAR THREATENED OR DATA DEFICIENT: 60% 

• LEAST CONCERN: 50% 

To assist with your choice of images, I’ve attached a list of threatened taxa below: 
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EXTINCT (100%) 

Mbashe River Buff  Deloneura immaculata  Trimen, 1868 

Morant’s Blue  Lepidochrysops hypopolia  (Trimen, 1887) 

Dickson’s Monkey Blue  Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni Tite, 1964 

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED (POSSIBLY EXTINCT) (100%) 

Brenton Opal  Chrysoritis thysbe mithras (Pringle, 1994) 

Dickson’s Brown  Stygionympha dicksoni  (Riley, 1938) 

Scarce Mountain Copper  Trimenia malagrida malagrida (Wallengren, 1857) 

Paarl Scarce Mountain Copper  Trimenia malagrida paarlensis (Dickson, 1967) 

Wallengren’s Silver-spotted Copper  Trimenia wallengrenii wallengrenii (Trimen, 1887) 

CRITICALLY ENDANGERED (90%) 

Wolkberg Zulu  Alaena margaritacea  Eltringham, 1929 

Rossouw’s Copper  Aloeides rossouwi  Henning & Henning, 1982 

Stevenson’s Copper  Aloeides stevensoni  Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Pennington’s Protea Capys penningtoni  Riley, 1932 

Adonis Opal  Chrysoritis adonis adonis (Pennington, 1962) 

Dickson’s Strandveld Copper  Chrysoritis dicksoni  (Gabriel, 1947) 

Schlosz’s Opal  Chrysoritis thysbe schloszae (Dickson, 1994) 

Stoffberg Widow  Dingana fraterna  Henning & Henning, 1996 

Waterberg Copper  Erikssonia edgei  Gardiner & Terblanche, 2010 

Barber’s Cape Flats Ranger  Kedestes barberae bunta Evans, 1956 

False Bay Unique Ranger  Kedestes lenis lenis Riley, 1932 

Sarah’s Ranger  Kedestes sarahae  Henning & Henning, 1998 

Jeffery’s Blue  Lepidochrysops jefferyi  (Swierstra, 1909) 

Swanepoel’s Blue  Lepidochrysops swanepoeli  (Pennington, 1948) 

Brenton Blue  Orachrysops niobe  (Trimen, 1862) 

Bearded Skolly  Thestor barbatus  Henning & Henning, 1997 

Knysna Skolly  Thestor brachycera brachycera  (Trimen, 1883) 

Warren’s Skolly  Thestor dicksoni warreni Ball, 1994 

Kaplan’s Skolly  Thestor kaplani  Dickson & Stephen, 1971 

Strutt’s Skolly  Thestor strutti  van Son, 1951 

ENDANGERED (80%) 

Barbara’s Copper  Aloeides barbarae  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Carolynn’s Copper  Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae Dickson, 1983 

Coega Copper  Aloeides clarki  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Roodepoort Copper  Aloeides dentatis dentatis (Swierstra, 1909) 

Worcester Copper  Aloeides lutescens  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Cloud Copper  Aloeides nubilus  Henning & Henning, 1982 

Tsitsikamma Giant Copper  Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 

Brenton Copper  Aloeides thyra orientis Pringle, 1994 

Southey’s Copper  Aloeides trimeni southeyae Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Southern Purple  Aslauga australis  Cottrell, 1981 

Golden Opal  Chrysoritis aureus  (van Son, 1966) 

Teare’s Opal  Chrysoritis brooksi tearei (Dickson, 1966) 

Northern Scarce Scarlet  Chrysoritis phosphor borealis (Quickelberge, 1972) 

Riley’s Opal  Chrysoritis rileyi  (Dickson, 1966) 

Wolkberg Widow  Dingana clara  (van Son, 1940) 

Dingaan’s Widow  Dingana dingana  (Trimen, 1873) 

Shongweni Rocksitter  Durbania amakosa flavida Quickelberge, 1981 

Margate Blue  Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula Henning & Henning, 1994 

Coastal Blue  Lepidochrysops littoralis  Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 

Lotana Blue  Lepidochrysops lotana  Swanepoel, 1962 

Highveld Blue  Lepidochrysops praeterita  Swanepoel, 1962 

Karkloof Blue  Orachrysops ariadne  (Butler, 1898) 

Mijburgh’s Blue  Orachrysops mijburghi  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Royal Blue  Orachrysops regalis  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Violescent Blue  Orachrysops violescens  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Swanepoel’s Brown  Pseudonympha swanepoeli  van Son, 1955 
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Soutpansberg Acraea  Telchinia (Auracraea) induna salmontana (Henning & Henning, 1996) 

Claassens’ Skolly  Thestor claassensi  Heath & Pringle, 2004 

Overberg Scarce Mountain Copper  Trimenia malagrida maryae (Dickson & Henning, 1980) 

Piquetberg Silver-spotted Copper  Trimenia wallengrenii gonnemoi Ball, 1994 

VULNERABLE (70%) 

Red Hill Copper  Aloeides egerides  (Riley, 1938) 

Linda’s Hairtail  Anthene lindae  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Tsomo River Opal  Chrysoritis lyncurium  (Trimen, 1868) 

Pennington’s Opal  Chrysoritis penningtoni  (Riley, 1938) 

Algoa Opal  Chrysoritis thysbe whitei (Dickson, 1994) 

Trimen’s Opal  Chrysoritis trimeni  (Riley, 1938) 

Jerine’s Widow  Dingana jerinae  Henning & Henning, 1996 

Blouberg Widow  Dira swanepoeli isolata van Son, 1955 

Coastal Rocksitter  Durbania amakosa albescens Quickelberge, 1981 

Coastal Hairstreak  Hypolycaena lochmophila  Tite, 1967 

White-spotted Sapphire  Iolaus (Pseudiolaus) lulua  (Riley, 1944) 

Greyton Dark Ranger  Kedestes niveostriga schloszi Pringle, 1997 

Irving’s Blue  Lepidochrysops irvingi  (Swanepoel, 1948) 

Estcourt Blue  Lepidochrysops pephredo  (Trimen, 1889) 

Victor’s Blue  Lepidochrysops victori  Pringle, 1984 

Bamboo Sylph  Metisella syrinx  (Trimen, 1868) 

Golden Gate Blue  Orachrysops montanus  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Golden Gate Brown  Pseudonympha paragaika  Vári, 1971 

Lost Widow  Serradinga clarki amissivallis Henning & Henning, 1996 

Zulu Buff  Teriomima (Teriomima) zuluana  van Son, 1949 

Atlantic Skolly  Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 

Terblanche’s Dry Skolly  Thestor protumnus terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993 

Piquetberg Widow  Torynesis mintha piquetbergensis Dickson, 1967 

NEAR THREATENED (60%) 

Bicoloured Paradise Skipper  Abantis bicolor  (Trimen, 1864) 

De Hoop Copper  Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 

Knysna Giant Copper  Aloeides pallida littoralis Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Wakkerstroom Widow  Dingana alaedeus  Henning & Henning, 1984 

Marsh Sylph  Metisella meninx  (Trimen, 1873) 

Pennington's White Mimic  Ornipholidotos peucetia penningtoni (Riley, 1944) 

DATA DEFICIENT (60%) 

Agulhas Brown  Cassionympha perissinottoi  Pringle, 2013 

Pennington’s Blue  Lepidochrysops penningtoni  Dickson, 1969 

LEAST CONCERN (50%) 

Caledon Copper  Aloeides caledoni  Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Cedarberg Copper  Aloeides monticola  Pringle, 1994 

Kammanassie Giant Copper  Aloeides pallida jonathani Pringle, 1987 

Juanita’s Hairtail  Anthene crawshayi juanitae Henning & Henning, 1993 

Little Hairtail  Anthene minima minima (Trimen, 1893) 

Camdeboo Brown  Cassionympha camdeboo  (Dickson, [1981]) 

Blouberg Silver-barred Charaxes  Charaxes (Charaxes) druceanus solitaria Henning & Henning, 1992 

Marieps Charaxes  Charaxes (Eriboea) marieps  van Someren & Jackson, 1957 

Langeberg Forest-king Charaxes  Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares occidentalis Pringle, 1995 

Blouberg Forest-king Charaxes  Charaxes (Charaxes) xiphares staudei Henning & Henning, 1992 

Eastern Adonis Opal  Chrysoritis adonis aridimontis Heath & Pringle, 2007 

Charles’ Opal  Chrysoritis beaufortia charlesi (Dickson, 1970) 

Stephen’s Opal  Chrysoritis beaufortia stepheni (Dickson, 1978) 

Waaihoek Opal  Chrysoritis blencathrae  (Heath & Ball, 1992) 

Daphne’s Opal Chrysoritis daphne  (Dickson, 1975) 

Endymion Opal  Chrysoritis endymion  (Pennington, 1962) 

Irene’s Opal  Chrysoritis irene  (Pennington, 1968) 

Lyndsey's Opal  Chrysoritis lyndseyae  (Henning, 1979) 

Gamka Dark Opal  Chrysoritis nigricans rubrescens Heath & Pringle, 2007 
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Drakensberg Daisy Copper  Chrysoritis oreas  (Trimen, 1891) 

Eastern Opal  Chrysoritis orientalis  (Swanepoel, 1976) 

Southern Scarce Scarlet  Chrysoritis phosphor phosphor (Trimen, 1864) 

Pyramus Opal  Chrysoritis pyramus pyramus (Pennington, 1953) 

Hersalek’s Opal  Chrysoritis pyroeis hersaleki (Dickson, 1970) 

Swanepoel’s Mountain Opal  Chrysoritis swanepoeli hyperion  (Dickson, 1975) 

Swanepoel’s Opal  Chrysoritis swanepoeli swanepoeli (Dickson, 1965) 

Wykeham’s Opal  Chrysoritis turneri wykehami (Dickson, 1980) 

Schoeman’s Opal  Chrysoritis uranus schoemani (Heath, 1994) 

Violescent Opal  Chrysoritis violescens  (Dickson, 1971) 

Wide-eyed Brown  Coenyropsis natalii poetulodes Vári, 1971 

Lilac Tip  Colotis celimene amina (Hewitson, 1866) 

Wykeham’s Grey  Crudaria wykehami  Dickson, 1983 

Amatola Glider  Cymothoe alcimeda clarki Stevenson, 1940 

Millar’s Buff  Deloneura millari millari Trimen, 1906 

Spotless Black-veined Small White Dixeia leucophanes  Vári, 1976 

Ironstone Rocksitter  Durbaniella clarki belladonna  Ball, 1994 

Short-barred Sapphire  Iolaus (Epamera) aemulus  Trimen, 1895 

Natal Yellow-banded Sapphire  Iolaus (Epamera) diametra natalica Vári, 1976 

Zimbabwe Yellow-banded Sapphire  Iolaus (Epamera) nasisii  (Riley, 1928) 

Wineland Blue  Lepidochrysops bacchus  Riley, 1938 

Ball’s Blue  Lepidochrysops balli  Dickson, 1985 

Frederike's Blue Lepidochrysops frederikeae  Henning & Ball, 2013 

Gydo Blue  Lepidochrysops gydoae  Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 

Claassen’s Blue  Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi Dickson, [1982] 

James’s Blue  Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi Swanepoel, 1971 

Loewenstein’s Blue  Lepidochrysops loewensteini  (Swanepoel, 1951) 

McGregor’s Blue  Lepidochrysops mcgregori  Pennington, 1970 

Peninsula Blue  Lepidochrysops oreas oreas Tite, 1964 

Outeniqua Blue  Lepidochrysops outeniqua  Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 

Pringle’s Blue  Lepidochrysops pringlei  Dickson, [1982] 

Potchefstroom Blue  Lepidochrysops procera  (Trimen, 1893) 

Quickelberge’s Blue  Lepidochrysops quickelbergei  Swanepoel, 1969 

Loteni Brown  Neita lotenia  (van Son, 1949) 

Serene Sailer  Neptis serena serena Overlaet, 1955 

Brinkman’s Blue  Orachrysops brinkmani  Heath, 1997 

Warren’s Blue  Orachrysops warreni  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Entabeni Emperor Swallowtail Papilio (Princeps) ophidicephalus entabeni van Son, 1939 

Woodbush Emperor Swallowtail  Papilio (Princeps) ophidicephalus transvaalensis van Son, 1939 

Eshowe Emperor Swallowtail Papilio (Princeps) ophidicephalus zuluensis van Son, 1939 

Spring Hopper  Platylesches dolomitica  Henning & Henning, 1997 

Kamiesberg Brown  Pseudonympha southeyi kamiesbergensis Dickson, 1967 

Southey’s Brown  Pseudonympha southeyi southeyi (Pennington, 1953) 

Kammanassie Widow  Serradinga kammanassiensis  (Henning & Henning, 1994) 

Orange Small Fox Teniorhinus harona  (Westwood, 1881) 

Calvinia Skolly  Thestor calviniae  Riley, 1954 

Camdeboo Skolly  Thestor camdeboo  Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 

Compassberg Skolly  Thestor compassbergae  Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970 

Tempe Skolly  Thestor petra tempe Pennington, 1962 

Langeberg Skolly  Thestor pictus  van Son, 1941 

Rooiberg Skolly  Thestor rooibergensis  Heath, 1994 

Peninsula Skolly  Thestor yildizae  Kocak, 1983 

Golden Gate Widow  Torynesis orangica  Vári, 1971 

Dasklip Silver-spotted Copper  Trimenia argyroplaga cardouwae Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 

Wykeham’s Silver-spotted Copper  Trimenia wykehami  (Dickson, 1969) 

Dickson’s Sylph  Tsitana dicksoni  Evans, 1956 

Griqua Pie  Tuxentius melaena griqua (Trimen, 1887) 

The winner (and the winning entries) will be announced in May’s newsletter. 
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SANBI have included a rather complicated specification, which I will forward to anyone who 
requires it. I’ve tried to summarize their requirements as follows (please include this information 
with your entry or entries): 

• Are you willing for your photos to be used for any SANBI publication, or only for the NBA? 

• Images should preferably be in TIFF format, although I wouldn’t worry about this too much; 
forward your images as JPEG’s or whatever your camera spits out and SANBI can convert 
them, should they so wish. 

• Images to be as high a resolution as possible (but not more than 10MB per image, to 
accommodate SANBI’s email limits). 

• Include your name, the date that the photograph was taken and details of the equipment 
used, for example Canon EOS 7D, 180mm Macro. 

I look forward to seeing your photos!  

 
Fourth Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop 
 

Following the successful Workshop in Madagascar in April this year, planning is underway for the 
next expedition, which will be held in Gabon in November 2020. 
 
A First Notification and Registration Form will be circulated shortly. 

 

Country Garden Club (Jan Praet) 

 
Jan Praet presented a talk on “Gardening for Butterflies” to the Country Garden Club, in Jukskei 
Park, Johannesburg in January.  
 
The talk was very well received and there are plans for further talks later this year. 

 
  

Erikssonia edgei 
(Critically Endangered) 

Maximum possible score: 9 points 

Aloeides dentatis dentatis 
(Endangered) 

Maximum possible score: 8 points 

Chrysoritis lyncurium  
(Vulnerable) 

Maximum possible score: 7 points 
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Rewarding Rwanda and Cameras in the Rain (Reinier Terblanche) 
Conservationist-in-Residence, African Leadership University, 9-23 February 2019  
 
I have been so fortunate to work as a guest in the capacity of 
Conservationist-in-Residence at the Wildlife Conservation 
College of the African Leadership University, Kigali, Rwanda 
during 9-23 February 2019. The Conservationist-in-Residence 
programme entails tutorials with small groups of conservation 
students who have considerable business management 
background. What a privilege it was to meet with students who 
put forward their unique conservation projects with creative and 
practical solutions from Africa. I then shared some thoughts from 
butterfly research and practical solutions from experience as an 
ecological consultant. On Fridays I gave special talks/ workshops. 
The students come from countries such as Nigeria, Cameroon, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Burundi, South Sudan, Rwanda and one student came from 
an island at Lake Victoria. While working at African Leadership University as a guest they were 
awarded the number one Innovative Company in Africa for 2019 and also the number 39 in the 
world by Fast Company and I could see why. Good timing! 
 

As if not fortunate enough legendary butterfly photographer Sudheer 
Kommana worked in the same building at Kigali Heights as me at the same 
time I was working in Rwanda; an extraordinary coincidence. Sudheer did not 
only teach me about Indian cuisine but also managed to organise a day trip 
for us to the magnificent Nyungwe Forest in the southwestern parts of 
Rwanda. Having only one day available we accepted (had to) the pouring 
rain at the forest (it is a rainforest). Our cameras were sheltered from the rain 
in all sorts of ways and used quickly during short spells when rain petered 
out somewhat. We still managed to photograph a few butterflies but most of 
all appreciated the awe-inspiring African rainforest. 
 
And then I also had a chance to meet with Gael vande Weghe, a legendary 

Lepidopterist who authored on African Butterflies (e.g. Gabon, Euphaedra), in Kigali as well! We 
surely made the best of Lepidopterist meetings in East Africa!  
 
On the last day of my two weeks in Rwanda I walked along the clean streets of Kigali and 
ventured into open spaces in the city. In these open spaces I photographed some city butterflies at 
remaining wetlands, including one of the Mylothris bernice-rubricosta complex, these all for 
LepiMAP. I had time to think about conservation of butterflies in practice during my stay, especially 
for research (PhD). I came back totally inspired.   
 

  

Sudheer Kommana and Reinier 

Terblanche 

Spialia ploetzi  
Nyungwe, Rwanda  
Reinier Terblanche 

Ceratrichia sp. 
Nyungwe, Rwanda  
Reinier Terblanche 

Nyungwe Forest, Rwanda  
Reinier Terblanche 
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Gnophodes (Thomasz Pyrcz) 

Thomasz Pyrcz of the National Education Centre, Jagiellonian University, Poland is currently 
working on the Gnophodes genus, with several co-authors, including Steve Collins. 

His research, including the use of molecular data, indicates that 
there are many undescribed species. It also indicates that 
Gnophodes betsimena is not one taxa but a complex of at least 
three, the South African representative being G.b. diversa.  

He has acquired sequences from specimens from Kenya (which 
are not diversa) and from Mozambique, but would like to 
examine a couple of fresh specimens of both sexes (especially 
females), for both DNA analysis and genital dissections.  

If anyone can assist in acquiring samples, please let me know. Thomas would also like specimens 
of Gnophodes betsimena parmeno, a widespread butterfly found throughout tropical Africa. 
Ideally, he requires recent, dried, papered specimens. 

 
Kenneth Stainbank Butterfly Day (Steve Woodhall) 
 
Steve arranged a butterfly day at Kenneth Stainbank on 16 February. The event was boosted 
using Facebook and attracted a lot of interest. 
 
The day was very successful and attracted over thirty attendees, many of them new to butterflying.  
Among the regulars were Mark Liptrot, Warren Dick (and his Dad Keith - who knows the reserve 
well), Sandi du Preez, Jenny Norman and Fran de Jager. 
 

Everyone had a great time, and there was a braai afterwards. 
Mark and Steve have kept a list of attendees, which has been 
included in the KZN LepSoc Africa WhatsApp group; members 
will receive the news as it happens.  
 
Steve plans to host four similar events in KZN this year. 
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Lesotho - February 9th to 11th 2019 (Kevin Cockburn) 
 
Some nostalgia, a whole lot of fun, wonderful countryside, great guys, special butterflies, lovely 
birds, ice-rats and a four-horned sheep  

 

Lesotho and its eastern escarpment, 

forming the Drakensberg and Maloti 
Mountains, is the highest landscape in 
Southern Africa and is home to a number of 
high-altitude specials - we are talking about 
butterflies, members of the Lycaenidae and 
Satyrinae. 
Thabana Nhlenyana, or Beautiful Little 
Mountain, is the highest, topping out at 
3482m. The road we wanted to explore runs 
from Kwazulu Natal, up the famous Sani 
Pass, over Black Mountain Pass at 3240m, 
and down into the Sehonghong River Valley 
on the way to Mokhotlong, and beyond that 
the Senqu (Orange) River Valley. This amazing drive will deliver you, via more very high ground, 
through some spectacular valleys, over Mahlasela and Moteng passes and on through 
Caledonspoort border post to Fouriesburg, Clarens and Golden Gate National Park in the Eastern 
Free State. 

 

Sani Pass has been the centre of heated debate with 

upgrading and tarring being the end goal, but the going is 
tough for the engineers and the cost must be enormous! 
Phase 1 was completed a few years ago from Himeville to the 
Makhakhe’s Lodge, the old wool trading post before the foot 
of the pass. That was the easy bit through the rolling foothills 
of the Umkhomazana area of the Berg. Phase 2 is posing 
some serious challenges and will apparently take another five 
years to complete - according to a local tour guide who was 
encountered at the top of Black Mountain Pass - and will take 
the upgrade as far as the South African Border post at the 
foot of the “pass proper”. Phase 3 is where the real 
challenges will begin, from both an engineering and funding 
point of view! The road from the top of Sani Pass at the 
international border, and through the Eastern Lesotho 
highlands to Caledonspoort was tarred many years ago but 
fell apart, and was recently upgraded and rebuilt by the 
Chinese Government! It is a beautifully easy drive. Snow and 
ice in winter, and potholes in some areas however, can still 
pose challenges! 
 

Johan Greyling had assembled a “motley” bunch of 

Lepidopterists to see what could be found up there in the 
clouds, and the group included Simon Joubert, Clive Curtis 
and Kevin Cockburn representing KZN, Harald Selb the 
Western Cape, and Johan Greyling the Limpopo Province. In 
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no particular order, a doctor, a farmer, two engineers and a film-maker – sounds scary! We set off 
at “sparrows” from the Midlands, armed with a pretty miserable weather forecast and loads of 
optimism. Simon suggested that by Monday the “monsoon” would be in full swing, and that cricket 
would be out of the question! The farmer loves rain and the rest of the gang seemed un-phased 
about most things. We were going to find Torynesis pringlei, perhaps some special 
Lepidochrysops, a couple of those tiny little Chrysoritis gems that are found up there or even a few 
endemic Pseudonympha species! 
The farmer, who was struggling with a torn calf muscle following a lively cricket match on 
Christmas day, and feeling less ambitious than the rest of the bunch (following a stern warning by 
the fierce Greytown physiotherapist) promised to be car-guard, bearer of sustenance and official 
photographer of Aeropetes tulbaghia on Kniphofia flowers! The film-maker had brought a net and 
forgotten his camera, the engineers were on a different planet, and the doctor didn’t say much!  
 

Euros and Dollars seem to be priority at Sani Mountain Lodge nowadays, and appropriately, 

Johan had booked us into alternative accommodation, the Sani Stone Lodge over-looking the Sani 
River some 8km into Lesotho. The lodgings consist of comfortable rondavels, and the basic pub-
cum-dining room and kitchen served up pretty reasonable fare! On arrival the film-maker and the 
farmer happily moved into a spacious rondavel with a coal stove and three double beds, and were 
soon reluctantly but quickly ousted by the two engineers and the doctor, who had found 
themselves in a rondavel with two double beds! The rooms had colour co-ordinated blankets, the 
farmer and the film-maker had the passion pink room while the others had to make do with 
shocking purple. 
 

Note:  Back in January 2002 a similar trip was undertaken, approaching Lesotho from the Free State side, and included 
Nolan Owen-Johnstone, Dave McDermott, Jean-Paul Niehaus, Steve Woodhall, Johan Greyling, Andy Mayer and Kevin 
Cockburn –Also the same spot in 2019 – a different group! 
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Outside were numerous Myotomys 

slogettii ice-rats, a half-breed Anatolian 
sheep dog, phenomenal views, 
intermittent rain and hordes of scruffy 
sheep! Birds were numerous and 
mostly different from our typical garden 
birds – but more of that later! The 
transition from lush, moist, green 
grasslands and mountain vegetation 
on the KZN slopes to real Karoo 
vegetation in the space of perhaps 1 
km is astounding! The high altitude 
rain-shadow and high livestock density 
during the short summer season accounts for an almost total absence of grass species, except for 
a few unpalatable tough grasses on which the Satyrinae depend. There are sheep everywhere, 
tended by herdsmen clad in gumboots, balaclavas and dusty, drab blankets, usually accompanied 
by their relaxed packs of long-legged, long-tailed dogs. Some animals in the herds carry bells which 
“klok” intermittently, and occasionally there are herders on tough Basotho ponies or with pack 
donkeys - the donkeys mostly carrying provisions. Dotted around are tiny stone shepherd’s huts 
roughly thatched with dried karoo-type bossies. These plants also serve as fuel, along with animal 
dung - harsh country indeed, with icy winters and occasional blizzards, frozen streams, violent 
summer storms regularly accompanied by hail, and phenomenal flowers in summer. There are no 
trees at this altitude. The butterflies, however are adapted to this environment, with the Satyrinae 
being dark brown or blackish in order to absorb sunlight, able to withstand ice in sub-zero 
temperatures in grass tufts for long periods in the winter (“anti-freeze blooded pupae”) and the 
Lycaenidae presumably overwintering underground! 
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Lamentably most of this area is showing signs of major 
destructive pressure from humans and their domestic 
animals. The inexorable degradation that goes with those 
pressures is visible when examining the vegetation! A mental 
comparison of the condition of the vegetation to what it was 
seventeen years ago, confirms the changes. Despite the 
subtle changes, this part of the world remains worth visiting, 
and shouldn’t be overlooked. Sani Top, as the area is known 
is more easily accessed from the Free State, as Sani Pass is 
unsuitable for low-clearance or two wheel drive vehicles. It 
should be noted that at 3000m a brisk walk can be slow-going 
due to lower atmospheric oxygen levels, and even 
turbocharged vehicles feel the difference! Vehicles with 
normally aspirated engines really feel the strain. The 200km 
drive from Sani to the Free State border on the winding, steep 
roads needs more than just a few hours! 
 

The weather was not great for Butterflying as a large 

frontal system was passing over the eastern parts of the sub-
continent, temperatures were generally low, and sunshine 
largely absent! The KZN ascent of Sani pass was damp, grey and very beautiful, but apart from a 
stunning Aeropetes tulbaghia and Malachite Sunbirds at a magnificent meadow of Red-hot Poker 
flowers, butterflies were few and far between. 
We were kept occupied negotiating the rugged, wet road. Having booked in at our lodgings at 
about lunch time, we decided to head further into Lesotho, crossing over Black Mountain pass 
where we found a solitary, battered Pseudonympha penningtoni and a lonely bedraggled 
Pseudonympha gaika. The wind was blowing and we failed to find Chrysoritis pelion at its old 
mountain haunt which now has dwellings built on it! Fortunately the north-west facing Sehonghong 
valley was substantially warmer and sunnier than KZN and the mountain passes, (where the 
temperatures dropped to 10 degrees in the evenings) so all was not lost. A remarkably quick and 
easy descent down the well-engineered new pass into the valley brought us to the old Torynesis 
pringlei spot, but the area has been seriously overgrazed and the vegetation now seems 
unsuitable for this lovely butterfly. 
 

We decided not to try the climb up to the ridge where 
they had been flying in numbers in 2002, and headed 
instead back up the valley to an area at higher 
altitude with the right sort of vegetation (and without a 
500m climb) - “bingo” - a good little colony! There 
were a few Serradinga bowkeri around as well and a 
couple of Lepidochrysops loewensteini and L. 
lerothodi were found. Aeropetes were abundant, 
feeding on Kniphofia at every opportunity, and 
checking out anything else red in colour – vehicle tail 
lights, road reflectors and my coke can! We 
eventually ran out of suitable weather and so headed 
back to our lodgings for a tasty supper, good cheer, 
appropriate nonsense, and a short but comfortable night’s sleep. 
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Rain fell for most of the night and Sunday saw us heading 

back into the valley, with better weather and more butterflies! 
We went back to the original 2002 spot where all but the 
injured farmer climbed up the 500m long 30 degree slope but 
came back empty handed. The farmer, being confined to a 
radius of 50m from “Leroma” the Hilux, opened a beer and 
hauled out the fly tackle which had successfully snared some 
hors d'oeuvre sized trout from the same pool seventeen years 
before. No such luck! The river was gushing after the previous 
night’s rain and the water was discoloured. There was 
however a ‘losgemaal’ of Aeropetes feasting on the generous 
supply of nectar from a clump of Kniphofia flowers on the 
other side of the pool on the cliff, and having swapped fly 
tackle for the Nikon, some reasonable long-range shots were 
made possible. A Kniphofia flower was kidnapped and 
smuggled into to the cold-box for safekeeping. 
 

Having moved again to a higher altitude we found another suitable looking spot, and the able-
bodied members once again got busy! The film-maker disappeared up a gulley and around a ridge 
like a long legged dog, one engineer scrambled around cliff-tops, the doctor lurked watchfully 
among large boulders at the base of a cliff, and the other engineer set off with his long, white 
Canon lens aiming at everything that moved! The farmer took his red-hot poker out of the cold-box 
and jammed it between two rocks! Having remembered the box of Roger Federer chocolates, also 
in the cold-box, and having hoisted his heavy camera, the farmer seated himself near the 
confused flower to witness a procession of grateful Aeropetes! - personal mission accomplished! 
Soon the other members re-appeared with mixed emotions and an assortment of pictures and 
specimens. 

Simon produced some nourishing kitchen scraps 

for all, following which we paused for a photo-shoot 
for a prestigious lepidopteran publication, and steered 
our Hilux and Fortuner over Black-Mountain pass 
through 1000 sheep descending for the winter, and 
torrential rain! Back on the Sani flats the weather 
cleared briefly to give us a view of an ugly, tsunami-
like wall of galloping thick fog erupting out of KZN, 
and we beat a hasty retreat to the safety of the 
highest pub in Africa - Sani Top Pub at 2842m, and a 
comforting Maloti Lager or two. Half an hour later the 
sun appeared miraculously out of nowhere, and after 

Simon had taken some beautiful pictures of Grey Tits and Drakensberg Siskins, and Kevin had 
successfully raided a craft shop, we rumbled happily back to our lodgings on the banks of the Sani 
River - having contacted our loved ones and shared some snaps with the outside world! 
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Back at the lodge a quick, democratic 
conference was held and it was decided that, 
there being no further business, the formal 
part of the day was over, and recreational 
activities would be allowed. Simon and Kevin, 
both armed with long lenses, stalked ice rats 
and the four-horned sheep. Johan and 
Harald surreptitiously dug out a large dark 
coloured bottle of medicine for sore legs, the 
label on the bottle suggesting that perhaps 
“all was not lost”, while vigorously discussing 
the rarest bugs to be found on the highest 
Cape Mountains!  Clive, in his infinite wisdom, decided that he might be more successful 
“bekruiping” Lesotho butterflies camouflaged as a local herdsman, and so raided Kevin’s craft 
shop acquisitions! 
 
Having been steered by our hostess to choose the very limited items 
available on the impressive multi-paged menu we enjoyed a 
wholesome supper and retired to the larger rondavel to discuss 
important issues. Magician Clive miraculously produced a digital 
projector, some Bluetooth wizardry, a clever cell-phone, and a 
miniature boom-box! We didn’t dance but thoroughly enjoyed watching 
Clive’s lovely butterfly movie on the curved rondavel wall, in the light 
of a paraffin lamp while huddled around a coal fire! After the butterfly 
movie Clive screened a tense guiding scene from the Kalahari. When 
the sudden loud rumble like that of a lion from within our dimly-lit 
rondavel startled us, we decided to call it a day, and those of us still 
awake retired in preparation for another harrowing day! 

Monday dawned without much change in the weather, and 

following another brief and mediocre sortie into the valley, and having 
out-voted Johan on the small matter of a 5km hike in the direction of 
Bushman’s Nek, we tackled the mist shrouded, dripping wet descent 
of Sani Pass, the trickiest bit being the drenched and muddy section 
where the earthmovers had been halted by impossible mud! Near the 
foot of the pass we found, to everybody’d delight, a threesome of 

Bearded Vultures hopping 
around in the grassland on the far stream bank barely 100m 
away! What a sighting! Shortly after that we came across a 
rather large, self-opinionated male baboon which had, it 
seems, heard about our successful photo-shoot the day 
before in the Sehonghong Valley across the border, and 
proceeded to show off his “moves”! Not all of the pictures 
are suitable for publication. 
 
A great time was had by all, and this sort of trip should be 
encouraged! Butterfly pictures were mostly impossible due 
to the conditions and the list is therefore very limited. Birding 
was great despite us not being focussed on birds, and the 
scenery and skyscapes were awesome! 
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Some unimpressive, limited lists follow (we did not deploy a real-time scribe) and we hope they 
might prove to be tempters for others!  
 
Picture Credits (EG)  
 

Butterflies: 
• Acraea horta  Garden Acraea 

• Aeropetes tulbaghia  Table Mountain Beauty (KC, SJ) 

• Azanus ubaldus  Velvet-spotted Blue 

• Cacyreus fracta fracta  Water Bronze 

• Colias electo  African Clouded Yellow 

• Danaus chryssipus orientis   African Monarch  

• Hypolimnas misippus   Diadem 

• Junonia hierta cebrene  Yellow Pansy 

• Lepidochrysops lerothodi  Lesotho Blue 

• Lepidochrysops loewensteini  Loewenstein’s blue 

• Metisella malgacha  Grassveld Sylph 

• Orachrysops nasutus remus  Nosy Blue 

• Pontia helice  Common Meadow White 

• Precis octavia sesamus  Gaudy Commodore 

• Pseudonympha gaika  Gaika Brown 

• Pseudonympha machacha  Machacha Brown 

• Pseudonympha penningtoni  Pennington’s Brown 

• Pseudonympha varii  Vari’s Brown  

• Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri  Bowker’s Widow 

• Serradinga clarki dracomontana  Clark’s Widow 

• Stygionympha scotina  Eastern Hillside Brown (SJ) 

• Torynesis pringlei  Pringle’s Widow (JG) 

• Vanessa cardui  Painted Lady 

 

Birds: 
• Bearded Vulture 

• Black Stork 

• Bokmakierie 

• Cape Bunting (KC) 

• Cape Robin 

• Cape Rock Thrush 

• Cape Vulture 

• Cape Wagtail 

• Cape Weaver 

• Dark-capped Bulbul 

• Drakensberg Rockjumper 

• Drakensberg Siskin 

• Fairy flycatcher 

• Greater Striped Swallow 
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• Grey Tit (SJ) 

• Grey-winged Francolin 

• Ground Woodpecker 

• Horus swift 

• Rock Martin 

• Sentinel Rock Thrush 

• Sickle-winged Chat 

• Southern Boubou 

• Stonechat 

• White Stork 

 

Mammals 
• Ice Rat (SJ) 

• Chacma Baboon (CC) 

• Purple Job (KC) 

• Four-horned Sheep (KC) 

People 
• 2002 Image (KC) 

• 2019 Images (Various) 

 

Tips: 
Don’t forget your passports! 
ZAR currency is accepted but you may get your change in Maloti! 
A selection of Clothing (Mountain weather can throw anything at you anytime!) 

 
 
Iridana tororo (Szabolcs Sáfián) 
 
On a dark and cold Sunday afternoon in Europe, Safi decided to upload images of an almost 
unknown butterfly, Iridana tororo, which was first collected at Tororo Rock in Eastern Uganda 
some 70 years ago (1 male and 1 female, the two syntypes).  
 
This third specimen, a perfect male was 
collected at light in the Mpanga Forest near 
Mpigi after the 2nd Afrotropical Lepidoptera 
workshop, an amazing find. This species is 
thought to be endemic to remnant patches 
of the Lake Victoria outlier forests, which 
once covered much larger areas between 
the Kenyan border and the Minziro area in 
North-western Tanzania.  
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Harald Johnson field trip (Steve Woodhall) 

 

Over the weekend of 11-13 Jan, a sizeable bunch of butterflyers and friends descended upon 
Harold Johnson Nature Reserve. Some of us camped both nights, some just the Friday night. 
Saturday dawned clear but the weather changed dramatically at 8am, with high winds and cloud 
as the wind swung from NE to SW. The clouds cleared and it was actually a nice day. Many of the 
HJNR specials showed up.  
 
Saturday night was a good old LepSoc braai, with lots of cold beers and rather too much scotch. 
Sunday was an absolute scorcher and we went up to Fort Pearson at lunchtime. We dipped again 
with the Brilliant Gem (Chloroselas pseudozeritis) and truth told there wasn't much out on the 
hilltop.  
 
But it was a good weekend, nonetheless! We witnessed Forest Queen males dogfighting, using 
their yellow abdomens as flags. And lots of Dragons and Damsels too... 

 
Northern Limpopo - Jan 2019 (Raimund Schutte) 
 
I took a short trip up to Venda and the Soutpansberg at the end 
of January 2019 after some late rains. The area was green and 
there were large pools of water on the roadsides, but it was 
evident that the whole area is suffering from a chronic drought 
despite the late summer rainfall. 
 
My first stop was along the famous Saltpan road on the northern 
aspect of the Soutpansberg. I immediately spotted a hovering 
pierid next to an Acacia tree...none other than the lovely Lilac 
Tip (Colotis celemine amina). And then another, and in total I 
came across half a dozen in the first hour. All were males and 
hovering a few metres above the ground, occasionally swooping down to attack a passing pierid 
below. They were not fresh specimens, however, probably having been in their prime in 
December. The usual common pierids were about in fair numbers, especially the Veined Arab 
(Colotis vesta argillaceaus) and the Scarlet Tip (Colotis annae annae) 
 
Apart from this stretch of road, butterflies were very scarce to absent in the surrounding bushveld 
areas of Tshipise and Mussina.  
 
A day trip to Mphaphuli is always great. The usual common Papilios and Graphiums were about, 
but not much else. Of note were 3 or 4 Azure Hairstreaks (Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus) on a 
hilltop tree along the road. It was certainly heartening to note that the reserve was well maintained 
with good supervision, and the traditional dwellings in the reserve had been removed.  

Colotis celimene amina 
Soutpansberg, Limpopo 

Raimund Schutte 

Colotis celimene amina 
Soutpansberg, Limpopo 

Raimund Schutte 

Colotis vesta argillaceus 
Soutpansberg, Limpopo 

Raimund Schutte 

Spialia delagoae 
Soutpansberg, Limpopo 

Raimund Schutte 



18 
 

Kosi Bay and Southern Mozambique (Dietmar Ley) 

 
Dietmar and Claudia Ley visited Kosi Bay, Ponta do Ouro and Macaneta. Although not much was 
flying, they found some nice butterflies… 
 
Some highlights and observations from our trip: 
 

• Forest Queen (Charaxes (Euxanthe) wakefieldi) were flying 
at Manguzi and Kosi Bay. 

• All the Swordtails (Graphium species) were present, 
however Graphium (Arisbe) policenes policenes was more 
common than Graphium (Arisbe) antheus  - in my 
experience this was always the opposite. The Mamba 
Swordtail (Graphium (Arisbe) colonna) was the most 
common representative of this group. 

• Single specimens of Flame-bordered Charaxes (Charaxes (Charaxes) protoclea azota) and 
Variegated Acraea Hopper (Fresna nyassae) were encountered; the Maputo Policeman 
(Coeliades lorenzo) was swarming. 

 
Other sightings included single records of the Southern Clear-wing Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) 
rabbaiae perlucida) and  Trimen’s Sapphire (Iolaus (Iolaphilus) trimeni), which was unexpected. 
There were plenty of Zulu Shadefly (Coenyra hebe) and Dark-webbed Ringlet (Physcaeneura 
panda). 
 
A few Hairtails (Anthene) species are still to be identified; not many Skippers (Hesperiidae) were 
found. 
 

Our best experiences of the trip included driving the new tar road 
from Kosi Bay to Maputo (1 hour drive, with the new - Chinese built 
- harbour bridge between Maputo and Katembe) and watching 
turtles (Loggerhead and Leatherback) hatching in Kosi. 
 
We are now on our way to the northern part of Mozambique and 
Malawi, returning via Zimbabwe at the end of February, then back 
to France! 
 
 

 

Insect Apocalypse (Dave Edge) 

Dave forwarded a link to this article in the New York Times. 
 
There is mounting evidence that insects (and invertebrates generally) are undergoing a dramatic 
crash in diversity and in numbers in many of the "developed" countries. Some of the trends at the 
root of these losses are probably also visible and significant in parts of South Africa, particularly 
where intensive agriculture is being practiced.  
 
Several of our butterfly species, for example in the Swartland area, which have become restricted 
to small islands of remaining habitat in an agricultural landscape, are particularly vulnerable to 
excessive insecticide and herbicide use to promote the yield of crops such as wheat. 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine/insect-apocalypse.html   

Coenyra hebe 

Fresna nyassae 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine/insect-apocalypse.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/27/magazine/insect-apocalypse.html
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 

 

Do we require a comprehensive list of English names for African Butterflies? 
I believe we do. The reason there isn’t one currently is not because the task is unnecessary, 
impossible to achieve or unimportant. It is simply that it hasn’t been completed yet. Who better to 
manage this undertaking than the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa? If we don’t do this someone 
else will. 
 
There are 4 395 species of Afrotropical Papilionoidea (6 392 taxa) and 320 genera. Of these, I 
estimate that less than 25% have reasonably established English names. These names are 
primary derived from Pennington’s Second Edition (Southern Africa) and Larsen (West Africa and 
East Africa).  
 
I didn’t say this would be easy... 
 
My proposal is that, as a LepSoc Africa project, we create a full list of English names for all 6 392 
African Papilionoidea taxa. In addition, the list will be harmonized with other continental checklists: 
it should be possible to insert the Afrotropical common names seamlessly into a list of butterflies of 
the world. 
 
Some of you may remember a talk by Bennie and André Coetzer, at a LSA conference several 
years ago, regarding common names for South African butterflies. 
Their main points were that common names are important (they are the only names with which 
non-specialists are familiar) and that, where possible, the name should assist with identification of 
the species concerned. 
To be honest, several years later, not much has changed. For this newsletter, with a few 
exceptions, I base my English names for South African butterflies on the 1999 Red Data book 
(Henning, Terblanche and Ball). Many of the names for butterflies for species found elsewhere in 
Africa are simply made up! 
 
Some of the guidelines that the Coetzers put forward can be summarized as follows: 
 

• If at all possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, 
size, shape, flight characteristics or behaviour.  

• For the above reasons, authors names should be avoided, where at all possible. 
 
My preliminary rules are as follows: 
 

• Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 
distinguish subspecies. Entabeni Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus entabeni) for 
example.  

• We should follow the Coetzers lead in making the names as useful as possible in terms of 
identification. 

 
Let’s go through a few examples: 
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Yellow Pansy  
 
Yellow Pansy is a great name - intuitive and memorable - for 
Junonia hierta, except for the fact that our local taxon is Junonia 
hierta cebrene. I suggest that Yellow Pansy be allocated to 
Junonia hierta hierta (described from China and with a Southern 
Asian distribution). Our local butterfly could, for example, be the 
African Yellow Pansy. 
 
 
The Pirate  
Although not descriptive in any way, Pirate is a well-known and 
familiar name for Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe, a monotypic 
genus. I’d like to retain this name without alteration. 
Catacroptera cloanthe ligata could become the West African 
Pirate. 
 
 
McGregor’s Blue  
 
This name must go, for several reasons.  
Primary, the name hardly assists with the identification of a small 
golden-brown butterfly, found in Namaqualand. “Blues” are used 
as a basket for almost all the South African Polyommatinae, 
whether blue or brown; “Browns” are used similarly for the 
Satyrinae. This is simply lazy: if the various genera are 
distinctive enough for scientific differentiation, then I see no 
cause why they can’t have discrete English names. There is no 
reason why the choice of English “common names” can’t be as 
rigorous and structured as the derivation of the scientific names. 

For Lepidochrysops for example, why not follow Torben Larsen 
and use “Giant Cupids”? McGregor’s Blue could become the 
Hantam Giant Cupid – three characters longer, but with a name 
that fixes the genus as well as the distribution. 
 
Volunteers are requested to help with this undertaking. If there is a genus or group of African 
butterflies that you are especially interested in, why not help name them yourself! I have a 
comprehensive, up to date scientific checklist of Afrotropical Papilionoidea, based on Mark 
Williams’s Afrotropical Butterflies, that I will share with all contributors. 
 
There are two main priorities: 
 

1. To create names for butterflies for which there are currently no recognised English names; 
the amazing Hypolimnas dexithea from Madagascar for example. 

2. To try and improve existing names, with a focus on enhanced identification / recognition 
cues, as well as consistency and coordination with international English butterfly names. 

 
Please let me know if you are available to assist: I’d like to get started with the undertaking straight 

away. Contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com. 

 

I’ll post regular updates and once appropriate names have been found they will be adopted 

henceforth in this newsletter. 

 

Hantam Giant Cupid 

(Photo by Christopher Willis) 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Meet the Russets 

In line with the foregoing article, I propose to introduce a new English name for the Aloeides. 

The genus has historically been referred to as “Coppers”. I don’t like this, for the following reasons: 

• Firstly “Copper” is already used by the Europeans for Lycaena, for which it is a more 

appropriate name in any case. 

• Secondly, Copper, in my opinion, doesn’t capture the Aloeides at all. Some are bright 

orange, but several are dull brown, grey, or in the case of Aloeides barklyi, silvery. 

Reinier Terblanche has suggested “Russets”, which has the advantage of being relatively short 

(briefer than “Terracotta” another suggestion of Reiniers). As far as I can see, this name has not 

been used for any other genus of butterflies and I think it describes the genus well: all Aloeides 

have some reddish-brown colouration on their upper or undersides. 

A proposed English name checklist for the genus is attached below. I’ve adapted the Red Data 

Book at this stage and haven’t incorporated the recommendations regarding the non-use of 

authors names; I’m sure several of the names in this list can be improved upon considerably. 

Proposed English Name Taxon 

Almeida Russet  Aloeides almeida (Felder, 1863) 

Angolan Russet Aloeides angolensis Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Pointed Russet  Aloeides apicalis Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aranda Russet  Aloeides aranda (Wallengren, 1857) 

Silvery Russet Aloeides argenteus Henning & Henning, 1994 

Arid Russet  Aloeides arida Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Bampton’s Russet  Aloeides bamptoni Tite & Dickson, 1977 

Barbara’s Russet  Aloeides barbarae Henning & Henning, 1994 

Barkly’s Russet  Aloeides barklyi (Trimen, 1874) 

Brauer’s Russet  Aloeides braueri Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Border Russet  Aloeides caffrariae Henning, 1987 

Caledon Russet  Aloeides caledoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Carolynn’s Russet  Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae Dickson, 1983 

De Hoop Russet  Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 

Coega Russet  Aloeides clarki Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Conrad's Russet Aloeides conradsi conradsi (Aurivillius, 1906) 

Angonien Russet Aloeides conradsi angoniensis Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Jackson's Russet Aloeides conradsi jacksoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Talbot's Russet Aloeides conradsi talboti Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Damara Russet  Aloeides damarensis damarensis (Trimen, 1891) 

Mashona Russet  Aloeides damarensis mashona Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Roodepoort Russet  Aloeides dentatis dentatis (Swierstra, 1909) 

Maseru Russet  Aloeides dentatis maseruna (Riley, 1938) 

Depicta Russet  Aloeides depicta Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Dickson’s Russet  Aloeides dicksoni Henning, 1987 

Dryas Russet  Aloeides dryas Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Red Hill Russet  Aloeides egerides (Riley, 1938) 
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Gowan’s Russet  Aloeides gowani Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Zambian Russet Aloeides griseus Riley, 1921 

Henning’s Russet  Aloeides henningi Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Juana Russet  Aloeides juana Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Kaplan’s Russet  Aloeides kaplani Tite & Dickson, 1977 

Worcester Russet  Aloeides lutescens Tite & Dickson, 1968 

McMaster’s Russet  Aloeides macmasteri Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Maluti Russet  Aloeides maluti Pringle, 1983 

Marguerite’s Russet  Aloeides margaretae Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Mbulu Russet  Aloeides mbuluensis Pringle, 1994 

Wakkerstroom Russet  Aloeides merces Henning & Henning, 1986 

Molomo Russet Aloeides molomo molomo (Trimen, 1870) 

Coalescent Russet Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Handman's Russet Aloeides molomo handmani Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Kielland's Russet Aloeides molomo kiellandi Carcasson, 1961 

Kroon’s Russet  Aloeides molomo krooni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Botswana Russet Aloeides molomo mumbuensis Riley, 1921 

Cedarberg Russet  Aloeides monticola Pringle, 1994 

Mullin's Russet Aloeides mullini Henning & Henning, 1996 

Namibia Russet Aloeides namibiensis Henning & Henning, 1994 

Nolloth’s Russet  Aloeides nollothi Tite & Dickson, 1977 

Cloud Russet  Aloeides nubilus Henning & Henning, 1982 

Oreas Russet  Aloeides oreas Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Giant Russet  Aloeides pallida pallida (Riley, 1938) 

Grand Russet  Aloeides pallida grandis Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Jonathan's Russet Aloeides pallida jonathani Pringle, 1987 

Tsitsikamma Russet  Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 

Knysna Russet  Aloeides pallida littoralis Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Baviaanskloof Russet  Aloeides pallida liversidgei Pringle, 1994 

Pennington’s Russet  Aloeides penningtoni Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Dull Russet  Aloeides pierus (Cramer, [1779]) 

Plowes Russet Aloeides plowesi Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Pringle’s Russet  Aloeides pringlei Tite & Dickson, 1976 

Quickelberge’s Russet  Aloeides quickelbergei Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Riley’s Russet  Aloeides rileyi Tite & Dickson, 1976 

Rossouw’s Russet  Aloeides rossouwi Henning & Henning, 1982 

Dune Russet  Aloeides simplex (Trimen, 1893) 

Stevenson’s Russet  Aloeides stevensoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Susan’s Russet  Aloeides susanae Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Swanepoel’s Russet  Aloeides swanepoeli Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Dusky Russet  Aloeides taikosama (Wallengren, 1857) 

Teare's Russet Aloeides tearei Henning & Henning, 1982 

Red Russet  Aloeides thyra thyra (Linnaeus, 1764) 

Brenton Russet  Aloeides thyra orientis Pringle, 1994 

Tite’s Russet  Aloeides titei Henning, 1987 
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Trimen’s Russet  Aloeides trimeni trimeni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Southey’s Russet  Aloeides trimeni southeyae Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Van Son’s Russet  Aloeides vansoni Tite & Dickson, 1968 

 

 

How the Satyrine got its spots… 

Bill Berthet, with whom many Facebook users will be familiar from his fabulous butterfly-photos 
from around the world, submitted the following: 
 
I Spot an Eye Spot: 
 
Eye spots are a prominent feature of butterfly wing patterns. Up 
close they help scare predators, and from a distance they help 
butterflies blend into their surroundings. In many species, eye 
spots are quite variable in size and number. In some satyrine 
butterflies the presence and prominence of these eye spots 
changes with the season of the year. 
 
Recent research from the University of Singapore suggests that 
the male and female of certain species of butterflies in the genus 
Bicyclus have different levels of the hormone Ecdysone which 
regulates their different-sized eye spots. 
 

Kedestes Conservation Committee Meeting 

Louise Baldwin hosted a meeting of the Kedestes conservation 
committee, which was attended by the City of Cape Town, CTEET 
(Cape Town Environmental Education Trust) and LepSoc Africa. 
 
They reviewed the success of the Kedestes project and planned the way 
forward for next season. 
 
Dave Edge and Andrew Morton were present, representing LSA and the 
Brenton Blue Trust. 
 

  

Roodepoort Russet Dusky Russet Aranda Russet 

Bicyclus xeneas (f) 
Kwabina Sam, near New Edubiase,  
Apr 2018, Ashanti Region, Ghana  

(Bill Berthet)  
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Butterflies, the unlikely victims of Trump's border wall  
 

https://www.news24.com/World/News/watch-butterflies-the-unlikely-victims-of-trumps-border-wall-
20190119 
  

Welcome to Betty’s Bay… 
 

Graham Henning has relocated to the Cape (Betty’s Bay). One of his first experiences at his new 
address was the near-incineration of his home. A major fire in the adjacent fynbos led to residents 
in the area being evacuated, but fortunately Graham’s new house escaped with relatively minor 
damage to his garage.  
 
He was without water or electricity for two weeks and took refuge with some friends at Pinnacle 
Point, near Mossel Bay, where he saw a few Chrysorits thysbe thysbe. 

 
Marketing 
 

Those of you who attended last year’s AGM in Hermannsburg will remember the discussion 
surrounding marketing and the future of LepSoc Africa. 
Bennie Coetzer raised concerns regarding the viability of the society and volunteered to 
investigate potential marketing measures. Bennie presented his proposal to LSA Council at a 
meeting on 17 January; Dave Edge and Steve Woodhall also provided input. 
 
Steve volunteered to produce a risk-analysis for LepSoc Africa; this has been received and is 
currently being reviewed by LSA Council. 
 
If you have ideas regarding marketing of the Society, or an opinion about the direction that you 
would like LepSoc Africa to follow, please let me know and copy our Marketing Officer, Steve 
Woodhall (steve@butterflygear.co.za). 
 
 

We are losing the little things that run the world 
 
Steve Collins forwarded this link: 

https://environmentlive.unep.org/foresight 
 
 

  

https://www.news24.com/World/News/watch-butterflies-the-unlikely-victims-of-trumps-border-wall-20190119
https://www.news24.com/World/News/watch-butterflies-the-unlikely-victims-of-trumps-border-wall-20190119
https://www.news24.com/World/News/watch-butterflies-the-unlikely-victims-of-trumps-border-wall-20190119
https://www.news24.com/World/News/watch-butterflies-the-unlikely-victims-of-trumps-border-wall-20190119
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/steve@butterflygear.co.za
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/steve@butterflygear.co.za
https://environmentlive.unep.org/foresight
https://environmentlive.unep.org/foresight
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SA Visit (Thomas Baron) 

Thomas Baron, who some of you will remember from last year’s Madagascar Lepidoptera 
Workshop, is currently on holiday in South Africa. 
 

 
 
Botswana (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
I visited Botswana in February, primarily to join some friends on 
a houseboat on the Chobe River. 
The Brown-veined White (Belenois aurota) migration was going 
strong; we saw butterflies passing in a north-easterly direction 
pretty much all the way between Johannesburg and Kasane. 
The Brown-veined Whites were accompanied by a few other 
species, mainly African Monarchs (Danaus chrysippus orientis), 
African Migrants (Catopsilia florella) and Diadems (Hypolimnas 
misippus). 
 
Woodlands  
If you are looking for a place to stay en-route to Chobe or Okavango, I can recommend 
Woodlands, a few kilometres northwest of Francistown. 
There were some nice butterflies there, such as Lygus Acraea (Acraea lygus) and Van Son’s Blue 
(Lepidochrysops vansoni).  
 

 

Alaena amazoula ochroma  
Woodlands, Botswana 

Acraea (Stephenia) lygus  
Woodlands, Botswana 

Lepidochrysops vansoni   
Woodlands, Botswana 

Hailstorm in the Karoo. The temperature 
fell from 35° C to 7° C in a few minutes 

Thomas and Nuret in the Magaliesberg Thomas and Jeremy in the Magaliesberg 
above Breedt’s Nek 
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Chobe 
The Chobe Princess cruise was luxurious and we had a lot of 
fun. To be honest, however, the game-viewing along the banks 
of the river wasn't that great (there were some nice birds) and 
the fishing was poor - a handful of small Tiger-fish and a few 
Barbel. The most common fish were “Squeakers”, a small catfish 
with spines on the dorsal and pectoral fins, which allegedly can 
emit enough venom to kill a crocodile.  
Not much fun after several G & T’s… 
 
I looked out for Streaked Dotted Borders (Mylothris rubricosta 
attenuata) among the papyrus reeds, but can’t with certainty say I saw any. 
Not many butterflies (unsurprisingly, on a boat), but I’ve attached a few photos from my trip: 
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Goo-Moremi Gorge 
Another Botswana destination well worth a visit is Goo-Moremi Gorge, about 
100km from the Groblersbrug border post.  
This is dry savanna with several Boscia trees (and associated pierids), plus 
loads of Ximenia americana, larval host-plant for Teare’s Sapphire (Stugeta 
bowkeri tearei) and a few other lycaenids. 
 
 

 

   

Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia  
Goo-Moremi Gorge, Botswana 

Stugeta bowkeri tearei  
Goo-Moremi Gorge, Botswana 

 

Axiocerses amanga amanga 
Goo-Moremi Gorge, Botswana 
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Butterfly Evening  

 
The Butterfly evening scheduled for Thursday 14 March has, unfortunately, been postponed. 
 
Neither Hermann Staude, Andre Coetzer or myself are available and we have been unable to find 
another speaker. Andre is planning a Highveld Butterfly Club meeting – news to follow shortly. 

 
Caterpillar Rearing Group Workshops 

 

The CRG and LepSoc Africa have arranged workshops at Brenton near Knysna on 5 March and at 

Somerset West on Saturday 16 March. The former has already taken place and was well 

supported by stalwarts of the budding South Cape branch, and the caterpillar rearing bug may 

have bitten some of them! 

 

The Somerset West event starts at 14h00 at the Helderberg Nature Reserve (Education Centre), 

Somerset West; admission is free, other than for entry to the reserve, which costs R20 (Adult); 

R10 (Child / Pensioner) and R15 (Vehicle) 

 

Andrew Morton will be chairing a Lepsoc Africa branch meeting from 14h00, which will be followed 

by the CRG workshop, hosted by Hermann Staude. 
 

Everyone is welcome! Please contact Andrew Morton at bluebottlex@gmail.com 

 

Yebo Gogga 

 
This year’s Yebo-Gogga exhibition will be held at the Oppenheimer Life Sciences Building, Wits 

University between 7-12 May (the expo will be closed on 8 May to accommodate the national 

elections). 

We need to get back to the organizers regarding LepSoc Africa’s participation, but this is 

dependant on us having sufficient volunteers to tend our display. The theme this year is “Fact and 

Fiction, Myth and Truth” with a sub-theme “Flies”. 

 

Please get back to me – as soon as possible – if you are able to assist for any part of the 

exhibition’s duration. 

 

2019 LepSoc Africa Conference (Dave Edge) 

 
LepSoc Africa will be holding its 2019 annual Conference on the 16th and 17th of November this 
year in Knysna, the home of the famous Brenton Blue, which is currently even more threatened 
with extinction following the fire of June 2017 which severely impacted on the Brenton Blue 
butterfly reserve. 
 
The theme of the conference will be "Butterfly Conservation in South Africa". 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/bluebottlex@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/bluebottlex@gmail.com
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During the week following the conference LepSoc Africa can organise (on demand) some field 
trips to sites in the southern Cape well known for their butterfly diversity: 
 

• Kammanassie Mountains near Uniondale 

• Swartberg Mountains near Oudtshoorn 

• Still Bay Pauline Bohne Nature Reserve 
 
Please let me know if you would wish to join such trip(s), or if there are other places you would 
prefer visiting (orachrysops@gmail.com). 
 
Another attraction of attending the conference will be the challenge of finding another locality for 
the Brenton Blue, which can be used as a source to supplement the population at the reserve in 
Brenton. A substantial cash prize will be paid to the person(s) making such a discovery - more 
details will follow. 

 
Greenwings Butterfly Safari (Steve Woodhall) 

 
The next Greenwings Butterfly Safari is planned for 19th April - 1st May 2019 
 
Your guide will be Steve Woodhall, one of the country’s foremost butterfly experts and author of 
the Field Guide to the Butterflies of South Africa, the only comprehensive guide available. 
 
The two week tour focuses on the Northern part of the Country, staying in comfortable 
accommodation at a small number of different locations, including world famous Kruger National 
Park. 
 
Here in Steve’s own words are a glimpse of the many highlights this tour offers, “The Eastern 
mountains of South Africa have a wonderful range of habitats. From moist forests to arid savanna, 
and high-altitude grasslands. 
 
These are home to a wide range of beautiful butterflies. Such as the endemic Forest Beauty 
(Paralethe dendrophilus) and Kite Swallowtail (Papilio euphranor), species unique to South Africa. 
 
Alongside these are found South Africa’s largest butterfly species, Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio 
ophidicephalus) and Mocker Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus). There are also many lovely specialist 
butterflies such as Long-tailed Admiral (Antanartia schaeneia), Dead-Leaf Commodore (Precis 
tugela), and skippers such as Veined Skipper (Abantis venosa). 
 
In the drier areas, the Purple Tips, unique to Africa, such as Bushveld Purple-tip, (Colotis ione), 
are found. On the hilltops, lycaenids such as Fig-tree Blue, (Myrina silenus ficedula), and Natal 
Bar (Cigaritis natalensis), may be found.” 
 
To find out more or to book the tour please follow the link to our website. 
 
https://greenwings.co/our-holidays/butterfly-holidays/butterflies-south-africa/ 
  

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/orachrysops@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/orachrysops@gmail.com
https://greenwings.co/our-holidays/butterfly-holidays/butterflies-south-africa/
https://greenwings.co/our-holidays/butterfly-holidays/butterflies-south-africa/


30 
 

  

Pennington’s 2 

 
Lindsay Johnston has a copy of Pennington’s (2nd edition); she bought it in Zimbabwe about 20 
years ago -  it hasn't had much use and is in excellent condition. She would be happy with R1 000, 
which I believe is a good price for this valuable book. 
 
Please contact Lindsay at lindsaycello1685@gmail.com 

 
LepSoc Africa Book Stock 

 
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 

Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 

Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 

Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 

Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 

R175 respectively. 

Please order using the LSA Website 

(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 

 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 

at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

Other Books 
 
Owen Garvie has the following books for sale. They can be viewed, by appointment, at his home: 
Unit 794  Quinta Do Lago, 8  Elnita Ave, Northwold, Randburg, Gauteng, South Africa. 
   

owen.garvie@mweb.co.zaBUTTERFLY BOOKS FOR 

SALE                                                                                                                                                                    
PRICE 

South African Red Data Book- Butterflies. South African National Scientific Programmes Report No. 158. by 
Stephen F. Henning and Graham A. Henning (1989), 175pp 

R300 

Classification and Checklist of species of Lepidoptera recorded in Southern Africa. by L.Vari, D.M. Kroon 
(2002), 384pp 

R250 

South African Red Data Book- butterflies. SANBI Biodiversity Series 13. by G. A. Henning, R.F. Terblanche 
and J.B. Ball (Editors) (2009), 158pp. 

R350 

Conservation Assessment of Butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland: Red List and Atlas. Edited 
by: S. Mecenero, J.B. Ball, D.A. Edge, M.L. Hamer, G.A. Henning, M. Kruger, E.L. L. Pringle, R.F. 
Terblanche and M.C. Williams (2013) 676pp 

R750 

 

BOOKS 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/lindsaycello1685@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/lindsaycello1685@gmail.com
http://lepsocafrica.org/
http://lepsocafrica.org/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/owen.garvie@mweb.co.za
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/owen.garvie@mweb.co.za
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John White wishes to sell his collection: Please contact John at 

jandfwhite@y.co.za or 082 443 7779 if you are interested. 
 
 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 

Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 
 

Genus Heteropsis  
(Part 1 of 4) 

 
 

         

 
 

Heteropsis exocellata (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 

FEATURES

COLLECTORS CORNER

mailto:jandfwhite@y.co.za
mailto:jandfwhite@y.co.za
mailto:jandfwhite@y.co.za
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
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Heteropsis cowani (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 

 

    
 

Heteropsis ankaratra (♂r; ♂v) 
 

 

          
 

Heteropsis narcissus narcissus (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 

 

         

 
 

Heteropsis comorensis salimi (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Heteropsis fraterna (♂r; ♂v) 

 
 
 

         

 
 

Heteropsis mayottensis (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 

 

         

 
 

Heteropsis kremenae (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 

 



34 
 

         

 
 

Heteropsis subsimilis (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 

 

         

 
 

Heteropsis avaratra (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 

 

         

 
 

Heteropsis pauper (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Heteropsis comorana comorana (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 

 

    
 

Heteropsis tornado (♀r; ♀v) 
 

 

         

 
 

Heteropsis turbata (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
 
 

         

 
 

Heteropsis ankova (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 

The Butterfly Index enters its second year and I’m 

hoping for regular updates from all the provinces. To 

recap, I don’t require lists from you (although I’m happy 

to receive these and will ensure that they are submitted 

to Lepibase on your behalf), but merely the number of 

species recorded from a single locality in a single day; 

as a new measure, I’ll include a category for “superficial” 

records. If you spent less than two hours in the field, or 

are submitting observation-records from flowers 

surrounding a farm or from a suburban garden, please 

indicate this: I’ll – rather arbitrarily – multiply the number received by 1.5. 

I’ve included Southern Cape as a Province, as this is a way of including a year-round rainfall 

region into the figures. 

A reminder that Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of capturing lists while you are in 

the field. 

 

 

 

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 

represents the species-count from a site and F is the percentage factor from the Biome table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

 

  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >56 >40 >28 >20 >20 >40

4 Good 52 to 80 37 to 56 26 to 40 19 to 28 13 to 20 13 to 20 26 to 40

3 Average 29 to 51 20 to 36 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 15 to 25

2 Poor 11 to 28 8 to 19 6 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 6 to 14

1 Very Poor ≤10 ≤7 ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤5

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX

100%

70%

50%

35%

25%

25%

50%

Factor

Arid Savanna (A.S.)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane Forest (A.F.)

Biome

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.)

Highveld Savanna (H.S.)

Highveld Grassland (H.G.)
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Methodology 

 

1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between 1 and 5 (Lesotho and Swaziland are included 

as Provinces) 

 

2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies). 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a Province, the highest rating 

will be used.  

 

Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

 

 

Data – January and February: 

 

 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2019: 

 

   

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3.8 23 WSBG H.G. Jeremy Dobson 3.8 24 Suikerbosrand H.G. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 3.8 47 Harald Johnson L.S. Steve Woodhall 3.5 39 Ingwavuma L.S. Mark Liptrot

Limpopo 0 2.5 13 Donkerkloof H.S. Peter Sharland

Mpumalanga 4.9 54 Loding H.S Jeremy Dobson 0

Western Cape 0 3.8 12 Stanford F Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0

North West 2.4 12 Utopia H.S Jeremy Dobson 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 3.8 23 Sani H.G. Kevin Cockburn

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2019

JAN FEB

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 3.8 3.8

KwaZulu-Natal 3.8 3.5

Limpopo 0 2.5

Mpumalanga 4.9 0

Western Cape 0 3.8

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0

North West 2.4 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 3.8

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE
2019 - SUMMARY
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I’m running out of material for this section; to date we have featured Ken Pennington, David 

Swanepoel, Roland Trimen, Charles Dickson, Georges van Son, Lajos Vári, James Henry Bowker, 

Ruth Southey, Kit Cottrell, Frederick Courteney Selous, Elliot Charles Gordon Pinhey, Sir Guy 

Anstruther Knox Marshall, Robert Carcasson, Johan August Wahlberg and Carl Linnaeus. 

There are several major figures in African lepidoptera who have not been covered yet, for example 

Torben Larsen, Bernard d’Abrera and Ivan Bampton. However, I don’t feel comfortable writing 

about any of these (relatively) recently departed lepidopterists and believe their stories could be 

better told by their friends or acquaintances.  

If anyone has personal knowledge of historical figures involved with African butterflies, please feel 

free to forward your recollections or anecdotes, for inclusion in this newsletter. 

In the meantime, the “Lives Behind the Labels” section will be discontinued; the “Trawling the 

Archives” section, for which there is still loads of material, will take its place at the rear of this 

newsletter. 

 

 

LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum 
(http://vmus.adu.org.za/).  
 
Megan Loftie-Eaton 

Is it a bird? Is it plane? 😝 No....it’s South Africa’s smallest butterfly!!!! 

😀🦋The Dwarf Blue (Oraidium barberae) - these tiny flutterbies have a 

wingspan of only 10–15 mm for males and 12–18 mm for females! Citizen 
scientists snapped and mapped a Dwarf Blue in an area where the last 

recorded sighting was back in 1876! 142 years ago!😮 Those records were 

collected as specimens and are curated by the Natural History Museum in 
London.  
 
The specimens are still there, carefully preserved by generations of museum staff! These were the 
only records ever made of Dwarf Blue in this grid cell! Up until March 2019 that is, when citizen 
scientists Fanie Rautenbach, Wilna Steenkamp, Corrie du Toit and Basil Boer LepiMAPped a 
Dwarf Blue and uploaded their photos to the Virtual Museum, where information is stored 
electronically (and accessibly!) at http://vmus.adu.org.za/ .  
 

LIVES BEHIND THE LABELS… 

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://vmus.adu.org.za/
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Read more about this fascinating find in our latest blog post “Dwarf Blue refreshed after 142 years” 
on the BDI website (http://thebdi.org/blog/2019/03/03/dwarf-blue-refreshed-after-142-years/)  
 
Please refer to the following link, to see examples of the valuable contributions being made to the 
Virtual Museum. http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/ 

 
Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 

 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Jonathan reports that there is definitely still time for submitting samples. The BED team are 
especially keen to get fresh material - the material from dry, pinned specimens can be hit-and-
miss. We are close to having representatives of all butterfly genera, which is very exciting! 
 
There have been some delays with the project, but it is still planned to complete the genus-level 
phylogeny this year. In 2020 there will be a focus on more on sequencing more species, especially 
the Aloeides.  
 
Rauri Bowie was made a full professor in 2018, and this entailed a lot more demands on him; also, 
unfortunately, his Mother was unwell and he had to take time off helping her. 
 
Jonathan is confident that the project will soon be back on track. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 
 
 

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
To date, caterpillars of nearly 2000 species have been reared by the CRG; this includes over 500 
new life histories  
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  
 
Note the upcoming CRG Meeting in Somerset West on Saturday 16 March: Refer to UPCOMING 
EVENTS. 

 
  

http://thebdi.org/blog/2019/03/03/dwarf-blue-refreshed-after-142-years/
http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/
http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
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COREL 
 
We are busy restructuring COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera). 
 
Dave Edge, who has been managing the project since its inception, believes that it has grown too 
large for him to control in isolation and has suggested that it be broken down into regional 
sections.  
 
There is a lot of work to do in this vital undertaking; if you would like to assist in any capacity, 
please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
A summary of Aloeides Project data collected to date is as follows: 

Collector Records  Taxa Records 

Jeremy Dobson 131  Aloeides damarensis damarensis 35 

Alan Gardiner 76  Aloeides trimeni trimeni 34 

Peter Ward 45  Aloeides henningi 29 

André Coetzer 29  Aloeides pierus 19 

Mark Williams 22  Aloeides aranda 18 

Christopher Dobson 16  Aloeides dryas 17 

Peter Webb 12  Aloeides oreas 15 

Andrew Morton 8  Aloeides penningtoni 14 

Harald Selb 7  Aloeides macmasteri 13 

Andrew Mayer 7  Aloeides swanepoeli 13 

Steve Woodhall 5  Aloeides taikosama 13 

Reinier Terblanche 5  Aloeides titei 13 

Hayden Warren-Gash 4  Aloeides dicksoni 8 

Johan Greyling 2  Aloeides maluti 7 

Etienne Terblanche 2  Aloeides susanae 6 

 371  Aloeides molomo molomo 6 

   Aloeides rossouwi 6 

   Aloeides juana 5 

   Aloeides bamptoni 5 

   Aloeides barklyi 5 

   Aloeides dentatis maseruna 5 

   Aloeides arida 5 

   Aloeides gowani 5 

   Aloeides dentatis dentatis 5 

   Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 5 

   Aloeides margaretae 4 

   Aloeides depicta 4 

   Aloeides plowesi 4 

   Aloeides almeida 4 

   Aloeides simplex 4 

   Aloeides thyra thyra 4 

   Aloeides caledoni 4 

   Aloeides pallida littoralis 4 

   Aloeides damarensis mashona 3 

   Aloeides molomo krooni 3 

   Aloeides nubilus 3 

   Aloeides stevensoni 3 

   Aloeides griseus 2 

   Aloeides vansoni 2 

   Aloeides quickelbergei 2 

   Aloeides rileyi 2 

   Aloeides trimeni southeyae 2 

   Aloeides nollothi 2 

   Aloeides barbarae 1 

   Aloeides apicalis 1 

   Aloeides caffrariae 1 

   Aloeides egerides 1 

   Aloeides molomo handmani 1 

   Aloeides pallida grandis 1 

   Aloeides pallida jonathani 1 

   Aloeides pallida pallida 1 

   Aloeides mbuluensis 1 

    371 
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Before publishing the initial paper next year, my goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, 
containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the currently recognized taxonomic list (75 taxa). Currently, 
we have 371 records, comprising 52 taxa, so we are 74% and 87% of the way respectively! 

I’m sure we can acquire another 129 records next season. Obtaining records for another 8 taxa 
might be trickier, but to assist you, I’ve attached a list of the “missing” butterflies (below). 
Ultimately, I’d like to obtain samples from all these taxa, but this probably won’t be possible before 
the end of next season. 

Missing Taxa Author 

Aloeides angolensis  Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides argenteus  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Aloeides braueri  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides clarki  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides conradsi angoniensis Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides conradsi conradsi (Aurivillius, 1906) 

Aloeides conradsi jacksoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides conradsi talboti Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides kaplani  Tite & Dickson, 1977 

Aloeides lutescens  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides merces  Henning & Henning, 1986 

Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides molomo kiellandi Carcasson, 1961 

Aloeides molomo mumbuensis Riley, 1921 

Aloeides monticola  Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides mullini  Henning & Henning, 1996 

Aloeides namibiensis  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides pallida liversidgei Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides pringlei  Tite & Dickson, 1976 

Aloeides tearei  Henning & Henning, 1982 

Aloeides thyra orientis Pringle, 1994 

 

Note that the above lists are based on samples submitted to BED; I haven’t received the DNA 
sequences yet (refer to BED under the PROJECTS section). 

The project aims to be the largest and most comprehensive 
research project ever undertaken on this genus. The initiative 
will run in conjunction with Jonathan Colville’s BED (Butterfly 
Evolutionary Diversity) Project and will make use of BED’s DNA 
sequencing team, led by Professor Rauri Bowie at the University 
of California, Berkeley. The first phase of the project is the 
creation of a high-resolution phylogeny of the Aloeides genus. 
The initial deadline was the end of the 2018-2019 season (in 
parallel with BED), but this has been extended by a further 
season: it is anticipated that the initiative will continue indefinitely.  
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The cost of the laboratory work has been covered by grants 
provided by SANBI and others; BED is programmed to be 
completed this season, but Jonathan is confident that further 
sponsorship will be forthcoming and that we will have access to 
Rauri’s laboratory facilities for some time to come. LepSoc Africa 
is also going to look for potential sponsors. Nonetheless, there is 
some urgency to obtain samples and to process the associated 
DNA sequences. Please try and contribute to the project this 
season! 

The initial focus is data collection: everyone is encouraged to catch a few Aloeides specimens, 
whenever they encounter them in the field. Do not worry about taxonomy at this stage - we will 
work on the premise that each and every colony of Aloeides may represent a new taxon. As the 
genus is so widespread, there should be representatives of Aloeides wherever you live in the 
southern parts of Africa. 

Ideally a male and female specimen should be collected from 
each and every colony encountered in the field (more specimens 
if there appears to be morphological variability within the colony). 
To assist with future taxonomic work, specimens should be as 
fresh as possible. As soon as practical, remove all six legs from 
the specimens, put these in a vial filled with preservative and 
place it in your deep freeze. I will collect your samples on a 
regular basis and courier these to Jonathan, along with any 
other BED samples, on your behalf.  

Number each sample with your initials and a sequential three-digit number; my first BED sample is 
JCD-001 for example). This number should be written on a small piece of paper - in pencil (ink can 
disappear in the preservative!) - and placed in the vial with the legs. The specimen itself will be 
set, with the same BED number recorded on the specimen data label. Ideally, I’d like to retain 
these specimens at my home, as part of the reference collection, but if anyone wishes to keep the 
specimens in their own collection I’ve no problem with this; the specimens ultimately belong to the 
person who collected them in any case.  

Whole-body samples may also be submitted, but only do this if 
you are 100% sure that the specimen represents the same 
species as other butterflies in the colony: set specimens, with 
their legs submitted to BED is the preferred method.  

In addition to collecting specimens, please try and make other 
observations while you are at the site. Photographs of the 
habitat at the locality should be taken and, if possible, records of 
host plants and host ants noted. All records will be captured in 

the Aloeides Project database, which has already been set up and generates specimen data-
labels and A4 data sheets – one per record. A key component of the database will be high quality 
photographs of the upper-side and underside of each specimen. The photos are especially 
important in cases where the specimens are not retained in the central reference collection. For 
comparison purposes, images will be at twice life-size scale in the reports generated by the 
database and it is hoped that we will ultimately compile at least 1000 data sheets, containing 
representatives of all currently listed taxa. Once the information is available, C01 Barcodes will be 
added to the database, along with a link to any other DNA information that is obtained.  
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Please contact me at AloeidesProject@gmail.com or +27 82 783 8213 if you have any queries, or 
wish to participate. Kits of preservative, vials and plastic envelopes are available to anyone 
wishing to contribute. 

My goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the 
currently recognized taxonomic list. These goals are unlikely to be achieved by the end of the 
current season, but once the data has been collected and the DNA sequences obtained, the 
resulting phylogeny will be published in, with a list of all contributors to the project. 
  
Once this is in place, coupled with the Data Sheets, we will be in a uniquely strong position to 
review the genus! 

 

  

Jeremy Dobson 

Alan Gardiner 

Peter Ward 

Mark Williams 

Andrew Mayer 

Graham Henning 

Etienne Terblanche 

Hayden Warren-Gash 

Steve Woodhall 

Reinier Terblanche 

Peter Webb 

Chris Dobson 

Google Earth image indicating names of contributors and localities where samples have been obtained to date 
(This image is a few months old - An updated map will be included in May’s newsletter) 

Andrew Morton 

Harald Selb 

mailto:AloeidesProject@gmail.com
mailto:AloeidesProject@gmail.com
mailto:AloeidesProject@gmail.com
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Aloeides Gallery (2018 – 2019 Season) 

 

 

Aloeides barklyi 
Springbok, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides simplex 
Witsand, Northern Cape 

Raimund Schutte 

 

Aloeides arida 
Kotzesrus, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides henningi 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides dryas 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 
Leeuspruit, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides plowesi 
Chimanimani, Zimbabwe 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 
Slanghoek, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides caledoni 
Molteno Pass, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides thyra 
Cape Peninsular, Western Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides susanae  
Hermannsburg, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 
 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni  
Wolkberg, Limpopo 

Johan Greyling 
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Aloeides pallida littoralis  
Hermanus, Western Cape 

Andre Coetzer 

 
 

Aloeides caffrariae  
Grahamstown, E Cape  
Lynette Knott Rodman  

 
 

Aloeides damarensis mashona 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 
 

Aloeides almeida    
Stanford, Western Cape  

Jeremy Dobson  
 

 
 

Aloeides egerides   
Stanford, Western Cape  

Jeremy Dobson  

 
 

Aloeides pierus  
Stanford, Western Cape  

Jeremy Dobson  
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Metamorphosis  
 
As noted under LATEST NEWS, Dave Edge has taken over as Editor of Metamorphosis from 

Mark Williams, who has retired.  

 

Silvia Kirkman has agreed to become the Sub Editor responsible for production and will be 

mentored by Dave as she becomes familiar with the work involved. 

 

Alan Gardiner has been appointed as the Sub Editor responsible for scientific quality, the 

review of editorial policy, the appointment of peer reviewers and development of a strategy 

for enhancing the recognition of the journal locally and internationally.  

 

I’m sure you will agree that these are exciting times for our journal and we wish the new editorial 

team every success!  

 

Due to the large number of articles, Volume 29 (2018) will be in two editions, to make the 
publications more manageable and less expensive to post. 
 

• Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 1 : R150 excluding postage 
 

• Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 2 : R160 excluding postage 
 

Part 1 has been printed and Part 2 will be available shortly. Please contact Dave at 

orachrysops@gmail.com or Silvia at silviakirkman@gmail.com should you wish to purchase 

copies. 

 

  

PUBLICATIONS 

mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
mailto:silviakirkman@gmail.com
mailto:silviakirkman@gmail.com
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Gauteng  
 
I visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in January; 
not much was flying, but I did see a female Lygus Acraea 
(Acraea lygus). I just had time to fire off a single shot with my 
camera before it flew away, never to be seen again. To my 
dismay, the picture was completely out of focus! 
 
23 Species (Highveld Grassland): Abundance Index 3 (Average) 
 
A visit to Suikerbosrand in February yielded 24 species, while we 
recorded 25 species from Hermann’s farm before the Highveld Butterfly Club braai. 
 

 
 
 
Andrew Mayer recorded the Fulvous Ranger (Kedestes 
mohozutza) from World’s View near Krugersdorp. 

 
 
 
 

 

Mpumalanga 

Andrew Mayer, Martin Lunderstedt, Mark Williams and I visited 
Loding in mid-January. We recorded 54 species (Abundance 
Index: 4.9 Good), but in reality the butterflies weren’t great, with 
no rare or unusual species. 
 
 

 
 

Aloeides taikosama 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson  

 

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

Acraea (Acraea) horta 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson  

 

Actizera lucida 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson  

 

Belenois aurota 
Kliprivier, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson  

 

Kedestes mohozutza 
Krugersdorp, Gauteng 

Andrew Mayer 

 

Colotis evenina evenina 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Free State 

 
Corrie du Toit visited Taaibosspruit, between Deneysville and Sasolburg and found several nice 
butterflies: 
 

 

 

Limpopo 

Andrew Mayer and Johan Greyling visited Andrew’s farm “Soetdoring” in the Waterberg. Johan 

took these photos: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Mark Liptrot 
Mark Liptrot found the Deceptive Diadem (Hypolimnas deceptor 
deceptor) in Krantzkloof and took the only photo of this species from 
this locus to be logged on LepiMAP. This is the first record of this 
butterfly from Krantzkloof Nature Reserve and the first record in 
LepiMAP since 2011.  
 

Junonia hierta cebrene 
Taaibosspruit, Free State 

Corrie du Toit 

 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis 
Taaibosspruit, Free State 

Corrie du Toit 

 

Spialia ferax 
Taaibosspruit, Free State 

Corrie du Toit 

 

Graphium (Arisbe) 
antheus larva 

Johan Greyling 

Hypolycaena philippus 
philippus 

Johan Greyling 

Stugeta bowkeri tearei 
Johan Greyling 
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Other KZN sightings are from Kenneth Stainbank NR, Ingwavuma, Mbazwana and Ntsikeni NR. 
The latter was sampled during a UKZN Bioblitz, and unearthed 17 new species previously 
unrecorded in the reserve. This would be a great place to revisit in 
late spring / mid-summer.  

 

Steve Woodhall 
Steve reports that butterflies have been scarce in Gillitts and Kloof, 
and St Lucia was disappointing too.  
 
Vernon Crookes has been good and he believes that the butterfly 
situation in KZN has been improving recently. 
 
 

Lesotho 
 
Refer to Kevin Cockburn’s trip report under LATEST NEWS. 
The group recorded 23 species: Abundance Index (Highveld Grassland): 3.8 (Average) 

 
Western Cape 
 
I visited Cape Town briefly in February. Andrew Morton, Graham Henning and I visited a site near 
Stanford, about 30km southeast of Hermanus. 
We recorded 12 species (Abundance Index 3.8 - average), including the Red Hill Copper 
(Aloeides egerides) and Dark Opal (Chrysoritis nigricans nigricans), the former a new species-
record for the Aloeides Project. 
 
 

 
 

Corrie du Toit visited a site near Cape Town with Fanie Rautenbach, Les Underhill, Wilna 
Steenkamp and Basil Boer. They found some of our smaller butterfly species, such as the Dwarf 
Blue (Oraidium barberae), Dwarf Sandman (Spialia nanus) and Tinktinkie Blue (Brephidium 
metophis). 
 
On 22 February, Andrew Morton accompanied Dave and Hanna Edge, Fanie Rautenbach and 
Louise Baldwin on a search for the Paarl Scarce Mountain Copper (Trimenia malagrida 
paarlensis) on the Perdeberg. They tried an area where the Boland Skolly (Thestor protumnus 
protumnus) and Wineland Blue (Lepidochrysops bacchus) had been found previously, but 
unfortunately did not uncover any rare or unusual butterflies. Species count 9; Abundance Index 
(Fynbos) 3.3 – Average. 

Chrysoritis nigricans nigricans 
Stanford, Western Cape 

Aloeides egerides 
Stanford, Western Cape 

 

Tarucus thespis 
Stanford, Western Cape 

 

Pardopsis punctatissima  
Vernon Crookes, KZN 

(Steve Woodhall) 

 

Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor  
Krantzkloof, KZN 

(Mark Liptrot) 
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which we will include as a regular feature in 
this newsletter.  
 
Yet more examples of the Crambidae family: 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see some great photos by Nick Dean, click on the link below: 

African Moths 

  

Glyphodes negatalis 
Johan Heyns 

Lamprophaia ablactalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Leucinodes laisalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

Leucinodes sp 
Johan Heyns 

 

Leucinodes vagans 
Johan Heyns 

 

Marasmia trapezalis 
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES

https://www.flickr.com/photos/44691276@N06/albums/72157662274634362
https://www.flickr.com/photos/44691276@N06/albums/72157662274634362
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Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 

Rogers is busy training a group of butterfly guides; more to follow. 
 

 

Guinea (Szabolcs Sáfián) 

 
Safi photographed the extremely rare and local butterfly, 

Neurellipes helpsi in the Ziama Forest, Guinea in February. 

Previously, this species was known only from a few specimens 

collected in the Atewa Range, Ghana and more recently in Ivory 

Coast.  

Safi has found a small colony at an upland swamp, where 2-3 

specimens are usually present, seeking moisture on wet soil or 

sunning on the large leaves of a Maranthacea plant. 

 

Rwanda (Dave Richards) 

 
Dave Richards took these photos in 2011, at an altitude 2 525 m on the slopes of Mt Sabyinyo in 
Rwanda.  

  

AFRICA DESK

Charaxes (Charaxes ) ansorgei ruandana 
Mt Sabyinyo, Rwanda 

Dave Richards 

 

Vanessa dimorphica dimorphica  
Mt Sabyinyo, Rwanda 

Dave Richards 

 

Issoria baumanni baumanni  
Mt Sabyinyo, Rwanda 

Dave Richards 

 

Nepheronia pharis silvanus 
 Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

 

Cyrestis (Azania) camillus camillus  
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

Iolaus  (Tanuetheira ) timon orientius  
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 
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Namibia (Katharina Reddig) 

Katharina lives in Swakopmund, Namibia. 

For several years she has been interested in dragonfly-photography in 

the central coastal region, but with the ongoing drought dragonflies have 

become very scarce.  

 
In November last year, she went on a trip to the Kuiseb river near 
Rooibank. In a flowering tree she saw some Velvet-spotted Blue 
(Azanus ubaldus) and Thorn-tree Blue (Azanus moriqua). She then 
noticed a larger butterfly and attempted to take pictures, but the 

butterflies where high in the tree and it 
wasn’t possible to get an upper side 
photo.  
 
She was unable to identify the species, so posted the photo to 
Facebook and to LepiMAP; through the latter it was identified as 
the Lebombo Hairtail (Anthene princeps), which appears to be a 
new record for Namibia. In January this year she returned to the 
site and, once again, found the butterflies. 
 
On 30 December last year, Katharina photographed the very 
rare Kavango Skipper (Caprona casualalla) at Spitzkoppe. 
 
 

  

Anthene princeps 
Rooibank, Namibia  
(Katharina Reddig) 

 

Caprona casualalla 
Spitzkoppe, Namibia  
(Katharina Reddig) 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 
 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Peter Ward (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 

• Steve Woodhall (Marketing) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 

• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 
 
LSA Council met in January. Among other things, marketing of the Society was discussed at 
length; refer to LATEST NEWS. 
 
No increases to annual subscriptions were made at September’s AGM; the current schedule is 
attached below. 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 29 – Part 1 is R150, excluding postage. Part 2 costs R160. 
Various postage options with different pricing are available.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 R 125 R 125 R 395 R 525 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 R 125 R 125 R 325 R 405 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 R 125 R 125 R 275 R 375 

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL



55 
 

 

Andre Coetzer, LepSoc Africa’s Highveld Branch Chairman, is featured this month.  
 

My day-job involves IT and Engineering services, but I’ve been interested in 
butterflies since the age of seven. 
  
My father, Bennie, had had a passing interest in Lepidoptera several years 
ago and my mother thought it would be nice to initiate a shared interest. 
Many years later, I’m pleased to say, the hobby is still going strong... 
 
Together we have been on numerous trips, both locally and elsewhere in 
Africa. Highlights include the 1997 Kenya Conference, Ghana in 2011, 
Liberia and Uganda in 2014 and of course last year’s Afrotropical 
Lepidoptera Workshop in Madagascar.  

 
Locally, we have enjoyed regular trips to Mphaphuli in Limpopo, visits to the Kyles in Kosi Bay and 
a couple of trips to the Cape. There have been several highlights, but a trip to Gundani and 
Mphaphuli in 2014 was particularly memorable; we found the Orange Small Fox (Teniorhinus 
harona) at Mphaphuli (the first South African record for this butterfly) and ran into several 
Machequena Acraea  (Acraea (Acraea) machequena) at Gundani. 
 
I’ve assisted in the development of Lepibase (LepSoc Africa’s butterfly database, which was 
initiated by my dad) and have been actively involved with the associated data-capture program, 
Lepidops.  
 
In 2015, my dad and I created the database and data-capture tool for the South African 
Lepidoptera Assessment project (SALCA), an association between the South African National 
Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) and LepSoc Africa in response to SANBI’s evaluation our national 
biodiversity (specifically - in SALCA’s case - butterflies of conservation concern). 
 
Shortly after last September’s LSA Conference, I took over the role of Chairman of the Highveld 
Butterfly Club from Jan Praet.  
 
I have great plans for my new position and hope to help take LepSoc Africa to a new level! 
 
 
 

 

  

FOCUS ON… 
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Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter and they will be 

included, if at all possible; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 

to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Would any photographers out there please send any recent pictures that you would like to include, 

with your identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com 

  

AUGUST 2018 
Raimund Schutte 
Cigaritis namaqua 

(Steinkopf, Northern Cape) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Aphaeus hutchinsonii  
(Mandawe, KZN) 

 

OCTOBER 2018 
Michael Ochse 

Papilio zalmoxis  
(Ebogo Cameroon) 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii 
(Balito, KwaZulu-Natal) 

 

DECEMBER 2018 
Dave Richards 

Danaus chrysippus dorippus 
(Masai Mara National Park, Kenya) 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Entries for January 

 

  

JANUARY 
 

January’s winner is Raimund Schutte, with 
this photograph of the Azure Hairstreak 
(Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus) taken at 
Mphaphuli, Limpopo Province. 
 
This is the wet season form, dolores. 
 
 

Precis antilope,  

Bart Wursdon  
(Harare, Zimbabwe) 

 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis 

Corrie du Toit 

(Taaibosspruit, Free State) 

 
 

Catacroptera cloanthe 
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Suikerbosrand, Gauteng) 
 

 
 

Zintha hintsa 
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Hennops, Gauteng) 
 

Precis archesia 
Jeremy Dobson 

(WSBG, Gauteng) 
 
 
 

Kedestes mohozutza 
Andrew Mayer 

(Krugersdorp, Gauteng) 
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Entries for February 

 
 

 

  

Brephidium metophis 
Corrie du Toit 

 (Cape Town, Western Cape) 
 

Tarucus sybaris sybaris 
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Suikerbosrand, Gauteng) 
 
 
 

Aeropetes tulbaghia  
Simon Joubert 

 (Suikerbosrand, Lesotho) 
 
 

Mylothris bernice-rubricosta 
Reinier Terblanche 
 (Kigale, Rwanda) 

 
 
 
 
 

Leptotes pirithous pirithous 
Peter Webb 

 (Irene, Gauteng) 
 
 

Coenyropsis natalii natalii 
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Woodlands, Botswana) 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
 
February’s winner is Peter Sharland, a long-
time LepSoc Africa member and an avid 
birder. 
Peter lives in Johannesburg and took this 
picture of the Eastern Orange-banded 
Protea (Capys alpheus extentus) when on a 
trip with Steve Woodhall to Donkerkloof, 
Limpopo, to look for Janse’s Widow (Dira 
jansei). 
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ZIMBABWE EASTERN HIGHLANDS IN JULY  

Peter Ward  
 
I have long harboured the desire to go butterfly hunting in that most appealing of areas, the 
Eastern Highlands of Zimbabwe.  For various reasons, I have never had the opportunity before. 
But the July school holidays posed a problem - who was going to look after the kids? My wife had 
only recently started a job and could not get leave. It didn’t take too long to arrive at the idea that 
this might be a golden opportunity - a valid  non-lepidopterous excuse to explore the Eastern 
Highlands! Lepidopterist pursuits would of course be incidental!   So began the planning of the trip 
- the endless wrangles with the Department of home affairs to get our travel documents in order. 
By the time one has sorted out car Insurance, Third Party, visas and malaria prophylactics etc., I 
am convinced it is easier to go on a collecting trip to anywhere else in the world!   Bearing in mind 
that Matthew is aged 8 and Sarah only 4, I resisted the temptation to make this a major Woodhall-
style collecting frenzy! Although this was not prime collecting season, I felt that my senses would 
more than likely be totally overwhelmed by Primary Experiences without even trying too hard.  I 
also did not plan to make any arrangements to be shown around by any of the local fundi’s as I 
needed to maintain flexibility for the kids’ sake.  After setting off on Saturday 15 July and 
overnighting at Messina, we hit the border at a chilly 6.00am. The bunfight on the Zimbabwe side 
only took about an hour which was apparently getting off lightly! By 7.15am we were on our way to 
Mutare via Masvingo.   I had hoped to stop for a bit in the Birchenough Bridge area, but from the 
main road it all appeared very dusty and dry (I subsequently discovered that if one follows the 
Chipenge road from the bridge for a while, there are some promising-looking patches of riverine 
bush).  We stopped a few times on the way to Mutare, but not much was in evidence except for a 
few Colotis.  I was starting to think that I should have left my nets at home, but it began to look a 
bit better towards Mutare.   Our first 3 nights were planned to be in the Vumba at Trinafor guest 
cottage at the end of the Laurenceville road, overlooking the Mozambique border fence. As we 
headed into the Vumba, things definitely began to look more promising.  The drought and the fact 
that it was winter left things somewhat dry and dusty, but there was still some green vegetation 
clinging to the lower slopes of the hills and to the river courses.  We arrived at the cottage at 
3.00pm which is way too late for collecting at this time of the year. Nonetheless my spirits were 
lifted by being able to hand-pick a perfect Hyalites johnstoni  which was sheltering from the chilly 
breeze on the veranda of the cottage. My first specimen of the trip, my first Primary Experience 
and I didn’t even use a net - I was convinced that this was a Good Omen!  We were up early the 
next morning, and after hanging two traps on the Laurenceville road we headed for the forest and 
marsh at Cloudlands.  It was still too chilly at 8.00 so we went on to Leopards Rock Hotel to do the 
tourist-thing and also to cash some travellers’ cheques. On the way back we stopped at 
Cloudlands again and immediately spotted some Mylothris.  In our haste to get to them, we forgot 
that marshes are wet places!  Wet and muddy feet are a small price to pay and we were soon 
beaming happily as we examined our first Mylothris sagala umtaliana.  These and some Precis 
oenone were about the only things on the wing, so we headed for Burma Valley, the name alone 
conjuring up images of all sorts of Lepidoptera.    It took us longer to find a suitable collecting spot 
than I had imagined (with two children one needs to be able to collect away from the main road), 
so by the time we eventually found a place at the bottom of the escarpment at 11.30 I was 
somewhat frustrated.  What happened next must have resembled something from “Funny People”.  
Each time I picked up a trap to hang it, something exciting (or so I imagined) would whiz past, 
causing me to abandon my traps and grab for my net, by which time of course the butterfly was 
gone.   After some 15 minutes I was still empty-handed so I put my mental blinkers on until the 
traps were hung.  I guess I’ll never know if I missed anything of interest. I did however end up with 
a good handful of Primary Experiences. When Matthew gabbled frantically that he had just sighted 

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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“a giant Iolaus - as big as a demodocus!”  I thought he had also been infected with “Burma Fever”. 
But shortly afterwards, when I found my first Charaxes bohemani  (a perfect female) in a trap, 
recognition of the “giant Iolaus” dawned and I was the one doing something akin to a triumphant 
war dance.   Seasoned Zimbabwean collectors will probably scoff, but C. bohemani has been on 
my want-list since I first laid eyes on it in Pinhey’s book in 1970. As you can imagine, the kids 
thought I had finally lost my mind towards the end of the day when a routine inspection of my traps 
revealed a perfect female Sallya rosa. Next time I attempt a new collecting spot I will sell tickets to 
the show!    On a trip back to the car for refreshments around 2.30pm, I noticed for the first time a 
white car tucked into the bushes on the other side of the road. I was just about to investigate when 
out of the bushes emerged another Lepidopterist - Bertrand Gerschel from Harare.  He had arrived 
about an hour before us and had gone in the other direction to the one I chose. After comparing 
notes he kindly donated another C. bohemani to our collection as well as a C. macclounii  - many 
thanks Bertrand, these are valued additions . He had trapped and released a worn C. protoclea 
azota earlier, which is another of my definite “wants”, but I’ll just have to wait for another trip!   
Other catches of interest for the day included a female C. guderiana, C. baumani, C. pollux 
gazanus, Acraea egina areca, Teniorhinus horona ruso. Our traps yielded a male C. guderiana 
and some C. varanes and C. candiope.    The following morning we headed for Nyanga planning 
to take in the Honde valley on the way as we had been warned that Nyanga was a bit cold at this 
time of the year. What I did not realise was how long it would take to get down into the Honde 
valley - the road is steep and very tortuous, but the scenery is terrific.  What was depressing was 
the bleakness of the valley itself until the Pungwe river - the deforestation of the area is 
frightening, with only the odd huge tree to remind one of what the area must once have looked 
like.  
As it turned out we had lunch at the Pungwe river bridge, which looks like a tremendous spot for a 
summer visit, but yielded nothing at this time of the year.  On our way back up to Nyanga, we took 
the scenic road and I was fortunate to catch A. pseudatolmis at one of the view sites. We did not 
go further than Nyanga as it was now far too late for collecting, so we headed for the cottage. The 
traps we had left on the Laurenceville road yielded nothing of interest and a nasty cold wind had 
started to make itself felt.  The next day we left the Vumba heading for Buffelsdrift guest cottage 
on the Tanganda river in the Chipenge area. The weather was overcast and cool, and although we 
stopped hopefully every time the sun came out, the chilly temperature put paid to any chance of 
finding anything interesting. We put on our tourist role in desperation and went to see the sights 
around Chimanimani, sometimes in a light drizzle. A really beautiful part of the country - I’d like to 
see it in sunshine!  The guest cottage at Buffelsdrift is magnificently situated in the riverine bush 
and we were hopeful that it would yield some interesting catches.  The weather was not kind to us 
and after a spot of drizzle during the night, the following day was overcast and cool, clearing only 
in the evening.  Our last day was planned to be in the Mt. Selinda area and fortunately the weather 
was good. The forest areas were magnificent. Not much sun penetrates the canopy at this time of 
the year and there was nothing on the wing inside the forest. There  is also a sign up which 
specifically states that written permission is required to collect butterflies, so we retired a safe 
distance from the forest and concentrated on the surrounding bushveld areas.  Dry season males 
of Charaxes zoolina were plentiful and we took a couple of worn C. cithaeron  as well as a lovely 
Mylothris yulei and Acraea oncaea.  
Surprisingly few Lycaenids  were in evidence - in fact this was a feature of the trip. The only 
Lycaenid of any note which we took in the Mt. Selinda area was a Lepidochrysops which I am still 
trying to identify - maybe we were too busy looking for bigger game!  Disappointingly the traps 
which we had left at the guest cottage yielded only a few worn Satyrids and Biblias.   The next day 
we headed for South Africa via Chiredzi, stopping in the Triangle area at a bridge where I noticed 
a lot of activity at the Bougainvillaea and at some flowering shrubs on the river bank. Many Colotis 
and Acraea were in evidence and we spent a lovely hour supplementing our collection with A. 
aglaonice, A. acara, C. celimene and a fair cross-section of others. The border on the return trip 
was a pleasure and we were through both sides in under half an hour.  We overnighted in the 
Louis Trichardt area, planning to spend a while at Wyllies Poort the next morning as I had not 
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visited that spot for over 15 years. The weather again decided our fate and we awoke to drizzle, so 
we headed for home, arriving at lunch time. Despite not being peak collecting season, we had a 
relaxing and productive trip - it was a tonic to be swinging a net in July while the rest of Gauteng 
was deep in the grips of winter! The next trip to the area will definitely be in summer - I think my 
nerves can probably manage it now.   
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news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
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